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	Name
	Ron Sims
	Position

Sought
	King County Executive

	Campaign

Address
	P.O. Box 4429


	Campaign

Manager
	Rachel Bianchi

	City
	Seattle


	Phone Number
	(206) 293-6947

	State
	WA


	Fax Number
	(206) 624-6529

	Zip Code
	98194


	E-mail Address
	ron@ronsims.com

	Precinct
	37-1937


	Web Page
	www.ronsims.com


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	King County Executive, 8 years
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	King County
	

	Union Affiliations
	N/A
	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Please see attached sheet
	
	
	


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	
	X
	Registered since 1966

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	X – see attached
	

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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Ron Sims for King County Executive

Endorsements

Labor















United Food & Commercial Workers Local 1105

United Food & Commercial Workers Local 1001

United Food & Commercial Workers Local 81

Joint Council of Teamsters No. 28

United Association Local 32, Plumbers & Pipefitters

Seattle/King County Building & Construction Trades Council

International Federation of Professional & Technical Engineers Local 17

King County Police Officers Guild

International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 77

Washington State Association of Electrical Workers

Inlandboatmen’s Union of the Pacific

Inlandboatmen’s Union, Puget Sound Region

Service Employees International Union, Local 6

Service Employees International Union, Local 925

Service Employees International Union, Local 519

Aerospace Machinists Industrial District Lodge 751

International Longshore and Warehouse Union

Amalgamated Transit Union Local 587

Washington State Council of County & City Employees, AFSCME, AFL-CIO

Carpenters Local Union 1797

International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 609, AFL-CIO

Service Employees International Union, Local 1199NW

King County Paramedics Local 2595

Democratic Organizations












King County Central Committee

31st, 33rd, 34th and 47th District Democrats

Other Organizations












NARAL Pro-Choice Washington

Elected Officials













Greg Nickels, Mayor of Seattle

David Della, Seattle City Council

Jean Godden, Seattle City Council

Nick Licata, Seattle City Council

Jim Compton, Seattle City Council

Tom Rasmussen, Seattle City Council

Richard McIver, Seattle City Council

Dwight Pelz, King County Council

Dow Constantine, King County Council

Carolyn Edmonds, King County Council

Julia Patterson, King County Council

Elected Officials Continued












Larry Gossett, King County Council

Larry Phillips, King County Council

Aaron Reardon, Snohomish County Executive

John Ladenburg, Pierce County Executive

Frank Chopp, Speaker of the Washington State House of Representatives

Rosemary McAuliffe, Washington State Senator

Adam Kline, Washington State Senator

Al O’Brien, Washington State House of Representatives

Mark Ericks, Washington State House of Representatives

Zack Hudgins, Washington State House of Representatives

Bob Hasegawa, Washington State House of Representatives

Eric Pettigrew, Washington State House of Representatives

Ken Jacobsen, Washington State Senator

Jim McIntire, Washington State House of Representatives

Pat Thibadeau, Washington State House of Representatives 

Phyllis Guttierez Kenney, Washington State House of Representatives

Geoff Simpson, Washington State House of Representatives

Eileen Cody, Washington State House of Representatives

Joe McDermott, Washington State House of Representatives

Helen Sommers, Washington State House of Representatives

Jeannie Darnielle, Washington State House of Representatives 

Cleve Stockmeyer, Seattle Popular Monorail Authority

Roger Thordarson, Auburn City Council

Dave Asher, Kirkland City Council

Mark Sollitto, North Bend City Council

Steve Mullet, Mayor of Tukwila

Governor Mike Lowry

Ratings

Municipal League of King County:

The Municipal League has yet to make a rating in this race this year.  Below are my ratings from the Muni League from the last two times I ran for this office.


2001
Outstanding



1997
Very Good

SeaMEC:

I have always received the highest rating from SeaMEC.  SeaMEC rates on a 1-5 scale, with 5 being the highest.



2004  5

2001
5


1997
5

Question #15

In 1986 as a King County Councilmember, along with over 100 other public officials, I was fined $75 for a late filing of my F-1 Personal Financial Affairs statement.

	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?


	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 



	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?



	14. What would you like us to know about you?



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature


	
	Date


	


Please attach a recent resume.

1.  Are you a member of another political party?  If so, which ones?  Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race?  If so, whom?

A lifelong Democrat, I have never been a member of another party, nor supported a candidate from another party in a partisan race.  

2.  Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party?  Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer?  When/Where?

I am a former member of the 37th District Democrats but have never served as a Precinct Committee Officer.  My campaigns have given money to the King County Democrats in the past.

3.  What are the main messages of your campaign?  What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting and staffing?  Why will you win?  What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

I am running for King County Executive because there remains much to do to improve our great county.  My main themes are:  begin the restoration of Puget Sound; improve the quality of our health care system while reducing skyrocketing premium growth; and what I call our quality of life issues – increasing trail capacity in the county, ensuring affordable housing, increasing our transportation alternatives, ensuring clean air and clean water and preserving another 100,000 acres of open space and forest land for future generations.

I am very confident that we will win this race and keep the Executive Office in Democratic hands.  We have raised over $360,000 to date and are well on target to raise $500,000 by filing.  Our final goal is $750,000 by the November and our fundraising is going very well.  My campaign includes an aggressive voter outreach strategy, mail pieces, an on-air campaign and the use of hundreds of volunteers throughout the county.

We will win because the people of King County have made clear their basic values:  growth management, preservation of forest lands and open space, the importance of cleaning up our environment and restoring our important bodies of water, providing real transportation solutions and choices, as well as providing the important social safety net for the most vulnerable in our society.  My opponent will roll back the gains we have made over the past few years.  That’s not the future the people of King County want.

4.  What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

If we do not plan for future growth and climate change, as well as make serious gains in cleaning our air and water, future generations will be denied the quality of life that is so important to us.  We are in a critical time, with global warming upon us, an additional 300,000 people expected in the region in the next 45 years and critical species in our ecosystem on the verge of extinction.  Now is the time to plan for growth in a way that provides clean air and water for fish, people and other species.  We must continue to 

control the incoming growth to ensure forestlands, rural areas and open space in the future.  If we do not spend the time now to create the infrastructure and undertake significant preservation and restoration efforts, our children and grandchildren will not have the opportunities we enjoy today.

5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

Though I do not have a Primary opponent, I have never voted for a Republican and would absolutely support another Democrat in this race if I were not to receive the nomination. 

6.  Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

Our system is unfair, antiquated and does not provide a stable revenue base for education.  This is why I proposed a sweeping overhaul of our tax system last year.  The pillars of tax reform include radically changing the B&O system, eliminating the state portion of the sales tax, providing property tax relief to homeowners and implementing a graduated income tax.  I fundamentally believe the only way we will pull our state out of our financial problems is through real tax reform that takes the burden off the poor and middle class.

7.  What is the Davis-Bacon Act?  Do you support it?

The Davis-Bacon act ensures a prevailing wage for workers in the United States.  Yes, I support the Act but believe very strongly that we must do better than prevailing wage.  I believe we must move from prevailing wage to family wage – where workers have complete health care coverage, medical and family leave, protection from discrimination and a safe workplace.  As King County Executive I have done just that for the 13,000+ employees at King County. 

8. Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

No.  I support retaining partisan races in King County government.

9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Yes.

10. What role should government play in the healthcare system?

I feel strongly that government must play a central role in changing the delivery of health care.  Two years ago as King County Executive, I assembled a group of health care professionals, actuaries and health policy experts to participate in King County’s Health Advisory Task Force to advise the county of how to deal with our skyrocketing premium costs.  Their report recommended that we “stem the rate of health care costs increases 

through quality measurement, reporting, reward and improvement.”  Specifically, the Health Advisory Task Force proposed the creation of a non-profit organization to provide “leadership, market clout and strategies for care purchasing and delivery” in the four-county region including King, Pierce, Snohomish and Kitsap counties.  Thus, the Puget Sound Health Alliance was born, a coalition of public and private employers, medical providers, non-profit associations and others to fundamentally change the delivery of health care in our region.  The goals of the Puget Sound Healthcare Alliance are to:

· Improve the quality of care 

· Slow the rate of health care expenditures in the Puget Sound region

· Improve the health outcomes for people

· Improve the consumers’ and providers’ ability to become partners in managing health

· Ensure collaborative decision-making based on evidence

This Alliance currently covers over 750,000 lives in the Puget Sound Region.  This large number gives the Alliance significant market clout in making real changes to the delivery of health care in the region.  Together we are working toward the fundamental improvement of the quality of care in the region while reducing the increases in health care costs.  Such reductions not only help employers, workers and investors, but will also save taxpayers significant money in the future.  Residents of the four-county region not covered by the Alliance will still benefit from the changes in health care delivery system and reductions found throughout the system.

The Puget Sound Health Alliance, of which I was elected Chair, is the perfect example of how government can play a role in significantly altering our health care delivery system.  For too long government has played a back-seat role in changing health care.  Here in King County, and throughout the four-county region covered by the Alliance, government has become a leader in such change.

11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people?  What is your position on equal rights for same sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I believe in full civil rights for all people, including members of the GLBT community.  I strongly support marriage equality and have publicly advocated for same-sex marriage.  I am a strong supporter of GLBT parental rights, which is one of the reasons I am an advocate for same-sex marriage.

I do not believe in civil unions – they do not provide the same rights (portability, federal benefits) as marriage.  A half a civil right is not acceptable.

12.  What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

I believe tax reform is a big part of addressing the needs of the poor.  They pay a significant and disproportionate amount of their income in taxes and see little return.  A more fair taxation system that shifts the burden to the wealthy and relives the poor will provide more income for food, housing and other necessities.  Tax reform will also provide more revenue for programs benefiting our low-income residents.

13.  If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?


I do not have a primary opponent.

14.  What would you like us to know about you?

Please see my attached biography for more information on my community involvement and public service.

King County Executive Ron Sims

A Record of Accomplishments

Personal Biography













Born in Spokane, Washington in 1948, Ron Sims spent the first 18 years of his life in Eastern Washington.  Residents of Spokane for 56 years, Ron’s parents were active in both civil rights and poverty programs in their community.  His father, Reverend James C. Sims Sr., pastor of New Hope Baptist Church, worked for the Washington State Office of Community Development and Ron’s mother, Lydia T. Sims was the first African American department head in the history of the City of Spokane.  

Ron attended public schools and graduated from Lewis and Clark High School in Spokane.  He went on to Central Washington University (CWU) in Ellensburg where he served as student body president in his senior year.  Ron graduated from CWU with a Bachelor of Arts in psychology.

Ron, his wife Cayan and youngest son Aaron live in Seattle’s Mt. Baker neighborhood.  Ron’s two oldest sons Douglas, 27 and Daniel, 25 live and work in King County.

Public Commitment












Ron Sims has dedicated his life to public service.  After graduating from college he worked in the Consumer Protection Division of the Washington State Attorney General’s office.  He later went on to the Federal Trade Commission where he fought against consumer fraud and abuse.  Recruited to run the City of Seattle’s juvenile offender program, Ron remained head of the program until becoming a legislative aide in the Washington State Senate.

An active volunteer, Ron has a long history of community involvement.  As a lay minister Ron volunteered for Operation Nightwatch, which serves homeless individuals in the City of Seattle.  A long-time football and baseball coach for the Rainier Valley sports leagues, Ron was also a regular tutor at Meany Middle School for many years.  Founder of both Pista sa Nayon, Seattle’s Filipino American Community Festival, and the Paul Robeson Scholar Athlete Awards, which honors young athletes who excel in education, Ron’s community dedication has been felt in every corner of the Puget Sound region.  An election observer for the Carter Center in both Zambia and the Republic of Georgia, Ron’s public service career expands well beyond Washington State.  Ron is a member of both Boulé and the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity.

It was Ron’s term as Board President for South East Effective Development (SEED), a neighborhood advocacy organization focused on economic development located in southeast Seattle that launched his political career.

Political Service














Ron was first elected to the King County Council in 1985 and was overwhelmingly re-elected twice.  While on the council Ron was known as an important workhorse, producing real results in the areas of the environment, education, the county budget, public safety, and the protection of worker rights.  In 1987, in only his first term of office, Ron successfully lead the effort to rename King County in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

In 1996 Ron was appointed King County Executive after his predecessor Gary Locke was elected Governor.  The next year Ron was overwhelmingly elected to run Washington State’s largest county.  Now in his second term, Ron manages the 13th largest county in the United States with a workforce of over 13,000 and a budget of $3.1 billion.  

Ron serves as the President of the National Democratic County Officials organization, a group representing over 2,500 county officials nation wide.  
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