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	Name
	CHERYL CHOW
	Position

Sought
	Seattle School Board, District 7

	Campaign

Address
	P.O.BOX 28832


	Campaign

Manager
	Sarah Morningstar

	City
	Seattle
	Phone Number
	206-251-6623

	State
	WA
	Fax Number
	206-725-1275

	Zip Code
	98118


	E-mail Address
	Cherylchow2005@aol.com

	Precinct
	37th District
	Web Page
	www.cherylchow.org


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Girl Scouts Totem Council, Director of Customized Programs Department

Open seat: Jan Kumasaka is retiring from School Board, District 7
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	Girl Scouts Totem Council
	

	Union Affiliations
	Former member of Seattle Educators Association
	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Seattle Education Association, Sen. Ken Jacobsen, Rep. Joe McDermott, Rep. Eileen Cody, Rep. Sharon T. Santos, Rep. Mary Lou Dickerson, Sen. Paull Shin, Sen. Rosa Franklin

“Seattle’s legislative district organizations have not had their endorsement meetings as of yet”  However, in an effort to demonstrate my support by elected officials in the democratic party in Seattle, I am listing the legislative representatives endorsing my candidacy”
	August interview session.
	 Early Endorsement
	In process


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?


	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	41  No          
	
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?  
	X  (see explanation below)
	

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


· - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.

15. I was fined in 1997 for not including enough clarification information in a newspaper ad.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom? No


	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

1) Yes  2) Yes  3) No



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

1)  The school board needs an experienced educator and education budgetary person.  I am the only candidate with local, district and statewide education and administrative experience in addition to my service on the Seattle City Council and volunteer work with families in the community for 40 years.

2) My plan is to doorbell; seek Democratic and other organization endorsements, do yard sign field work and direct mailings.

3)  I started doorbelling in June and plan to doorbell in District 7 until election day...  I have a core of volunteer staff and helpers that are made up of teachers, principals, parents and former students.

4)  I will win because people want: a) an educator’s voice at the table  b) I will raise $50k for effective direct mailings  c)  Name familiarity from public service and volunteer work for over 40 years.

5)  Fundraising goal is $50,000

6)  As of 7/18/05 I have raised $25,000+



	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

a)  The most pressing issues are the district’s on-going budget crisis and the achievement gap.

b)  I would work to bring more community commitment and resources into the 23 schools in District 7 and work with teachers and parents to identify “best practices” and implement them into the classrooms with the appropriate support.


	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election?  No
Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.



	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

The current structure and allocation to public schools in Washington are not fair and does NOT fully fund schools.  We must find new ways at the state level to fully fund public education.  This is where my statewide experience as former state assistant superintendent for the Office of Superintendent for Public Instruction (OSPI) will come into play.  Alliances have to be built across the state with other city school boards in order to go to Olympia with the same message about school funding.



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

I understand that the Davis-Bacon Act is a federal law that states that contractors for federal projects must pay their workers no less than the prevailing wage rates in the jurisdiction or local area for each craft, as determined by the U.S. Department of Labor.  The focus is on the construction labor work force and to protect against companies undercutting the prevailing wage level in the community where the work is being conducted. I support this federal law.

Recently, Republicans in Congress have introduced legislation to repeal the Davis-Bacon Act with the argument that it will somehow improve the nations economy.  This is a blatant attack on middle class workers and we need to be working towards job growth not wage cuts.



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

I-22 would make the offices of the King County Council members, Assessor and County Executive non-partisan.  I do not support it because it will hide the political platform of the candidates for those offices.  The reason give is to make them “more responsive,” but what does that mean and how will that be accomplished?  I want candidates to publicly state their stances on issues that affect all the citizens.



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 

I believe government has a role to provide a safety net for those whose incomes do not allow them the health care choices that others have, such as children in foster care, and children without health care coverage.



	11. What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I believe Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people are entitled to the same civil rights that all people are entitled to in America.

I believe equal rights should include benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights for same-sex couples. 

In my previous campaigns, I have consistently scored 4 out of 5 rating in my races from SEAMEC because of my strong support for civil liberties for Gays, Lesbians, Bisexual and Trans gendered persons.



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

One of the problems of the economically disadvantaged is getting equal educational opportunities for their children.  One answer is Early Start and Head Start programs, which have proven very effective in getting youngsters a good start in school.  Another is after school programs.  Shaping the Families and Education Levy and creating partnerships between non profits and schools will help occupy youngsters productively.  Summer learning opportunities must also be maximized.  Parent education classes should be available to parents who want it.  Corporate sponsorships that already help schools in more affluent neighborhoods should be tapped into helping sponsor fundraising activities for communities with little or no financial means and/or contacts.



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

What sets me apart from my opponents is my proven experience as a teacher, principal, supervisor and state assistant superintendent and policy maker on the city council.  I have a thorough knowledge of education problems, including direct budget management at the school and state levels.  I have a track record of being put into tough situations, working to bring people together to address the problems and come to consensus in addressing and solving the issues.  As an educator my approach is to ask the question: “What is best for kids?”



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

     My life has been dedicated to serving the public through my career choices and my personal volunteer time activities.   I have volunteered for the last 40 years to work with children and families as a youth basketball coach .I am currently an advisory board member for the First Place Transitional Homeless School, a board member for the YWCA, which serves low-income women and children and a former member of numerous other boards, projects and programs throughout the last four decades.

   After my retirement from  being a teacher, principal and state assistant superintendent to the Seattle School Board, I chose to work for the Girl Scouts Totem Council, where I am the director of customized programs that reach out to serve girls and families from low-income and  ethnically diverse communities.

  I have completed four marathons, three half marathons and taken 35 Girl Scouts to China and back since my retirement in 2001.  I do not have to run for this “volunteer” position; however, I believe my 25 years experience as a teacher, principal, supervisor and state assistant superintendent for K-12 education is a needed voice on the school board.  I know firsthand the impact that budget decisions will make in the schools and the classrooms that serve our kids.  I can not just sit by and watch our kids, especially the kids and families that attend the 23 schools in District 7, be shut out of the quality public education they deserve.  I have always placed children, families and public education as my priorities in all my positions, and I want to bring that passion, and more importantly, the knowledge and skills to making decisions that will have positive effects in the classrooms.

  

	In the interest of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.


	Signature


	Cheryl Chow, Candidate for Seattle School Board, District 7
	Date


	July 20, 2005


Please attach a recent resume.

Resume can be found on www.cherylchow.org 
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