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	Name
	Cleve Stockmeyer 
	Position

Sought
	Seattle Monorail Board Pos. 9

	Campaign

Address
	home: 8056 Sunnyside Ave N Sea WA 98103


	Campaign

Manager
	self

	City
	
	Phone Number
	cell 206 419-4385

	State
	
	Fax Number
	office 575-0751

	Zip Code
	
	E-mail Address
	cleve206@aol.com

	Precinct
	46-1413
	Web Page
	clevestockmeyer.com


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Attorney.

Incumbent Seattle Monorail board member since 1/1/04.


	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	self, 

Cleveland Stockmeyer PLLC


	

	Union Affiliations
	formerly represented 100’s of union health funds (in WA, OH, MI and NM) in a class action suit against major US tobacco companies.


	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Washington Conservation Voters.

King County Labor Council.

Amalgamated Transit Union.


	(has not been made yet)
	(has not been made yet)
	(has not been made yet)


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	x
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	x
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	x
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	x
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	x
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	x
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	x
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	x
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	x
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	x
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	x
	
	Congrats to Gov. Vilsak

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	
	
	since age 18; no.

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	x

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	x

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	x


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

No.

Yes; Fred Harris for President in about 1980 (knew that Pres. Carter would win in Washington, D.C.  anyway!).



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

I am a grass roots Democrat.  I am a PCO and member of the 46th District Democrats.  Starting in 1992 I have always been active in my District organization, including 36th and 46th; I was active in the 36th District Democrats, including working on GOTV in 1992, serving as PCO for several years, and serving as Political Vice Chair and on Executive Committee; authored a training manual for PCOS; after moving to Green Lake area in about 1999 I was active in the 46th, have served as PCO since then.  Also have served on Executive board of 46th.  Sine 1992 I have given financially to the County Party, the State Party, the DNC, the 36th, 46th, 34th, 37th, 11th, 43d as well as many partisan Democratic candidates.   



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

I am running to continue to ensure the monorail is built as promised; and to make sure it reflects all of our Seattle values.  We have a proposal that at this point I am favoring, since it fulfills the main commitments – a 14 miles system without any cuts in the line; trains every few minutes as promised; all the diversity, environmental and social benefits we expected; up to 19 stations (some a few years later); all within the voter approved funding caps; with a fixed price contract requiring the contractor to bear the risk of overruns.  There are some areas that are disappointing but the alternatives of not building it does not seem right to me.  I want to continue on the board to make sure this project works for all of our values, including diversity commitments, and job benefits.  I will work for more elected board members, greater integration with light rail and buses, and will fight any attempt by Tim Eyman to attack monorail or other local-voter-approved transit or transportation projects.  I have no known opponent at this time.  I plan on raising $15,000-$65,000 (depending on if I draw an opponent); I have raised about $5,000 to date.  I will win because I expect that most folks in Seattle are generally supportive of the monorail and I have a strong record of working to make it better.  For example, I am the only board member who has fought against the single beam concept; the only to have voted against a budget proposal (my concern was too-high staff salaries); I fought to move the Delridge station to where the community wanted it to go; and I fought to allow public operation of the monorail  consistent with the position of the King County Labor Council.   I voted against the RFP proposal for a DBOM contract that excluded the possibility of public operation and that has led to the overly long contract negotiations.  

*Additional response added August 1, 2005:

Following the release on June 20, 2005 of the staff-proposed finance plan (a plan not approved by the monorail board) in a few days it was brought out that the staff-approved (not board approved) finance plan included 50 years of MVET payments and a total debt service of $11 billion on a $2 billion project cost.

I have been telling voters that it was wrong for the agency to present this plan as if it were the final plan when it so clearly shocked and insulted most folks in Seattle.

I helped lead the board in rejecting this plan at the earliest opportunity on June 30th. 

This was followed on the July 4th by intense discussions as to other changes to make at the agency which was then followed by the announcement on July 4th of the resignations of executive director Joel Horn and chairman of the board Tom Weeks, who took full responsibility for the proposed finance plan.

I believe they acted correctly in resigning but I would add that all members of the board share responsibility for everything this agency does.

Since then I have been spending nearly full time at the monorail agency (as has Acting Chair Kristina Hill, and Senator Kohl Welles and other board members) to restore3 credibility and help find a proper way forward.

I have been named the chair of the search committee and we have brought in Kevin Phelps (former Finance Chair for Sound Transit) to serve on an independent review panel to oversee and check all financial issues.  I have led the efforts to find a new executive director, focusing on someone who has major transit turnaround experience.  I urged we retain a search firm who can do a national search and that we search fopr someone with transit experience, something that was lacking previously. 

The new executive director is an interim position.  She or he will lead the board in the new monorail action plan, which I led in devising, which puts all options on the table for going forward.  In other words, we are recognizing the MVET revenue shortfall must be confronted and we are going to confront it by having the board deal with each piece of the problem one by one, hearing all points of view.  The board will hear (for example) from both Cascadia and Team Monorail when examining the re-procurement option.

What are the possible solutions?  We need to see:

First, can we find the $200-400 million needed in savings upfront in the current proposed contract with Cascadia to enable us to sign it (the board has never yet approved it, by the way) with a sensible, normal financing plan (one that would be approved by other experts, such as Mike Murphy).  

Second, we need to look at re-procurement as a way to save money, if this can be done with sufficient taxpayer protection.  

Third, if those options do not work and we conclude we don’t have the money to do the 14 miles we must go back to voters for approval to build a shorter segment.  We said we would do this if we could not build 14 miles, and we must keep our word.

Fourth, only as a last resort would be look at a merger (which means no guarantee of any monorail being built) or shutdown scenario.  

Meanwhile I have helped lead the way to cutting 20% of the staff and making other cuts.  

Somewhat lost in the recent debate is the good news that we could build 14 miles and 17 stations for some $1.9 billion – not a bad cost compared to other rapid transit alternatives in North Seattle.  I support light rail and want it to get to Northgate, but we should note that the recent Sound Transit proposal is for 3.3 miles and just two stations at a cost of some $1.5 billion – the charge that monorail (14 miles, 17 stations, 1.9 billion) is too costly just won’t fly.  The monorail problem is one of revenues and finances, not technology or cost of the  system.  

My principles remain the same: we need rapid transit in all four corners of Seattle; we need accountability;  we should only build monorail if it has a sensible financial plan; and there must be good design to serve neighborhoods.  

We have not decided yet whether to go forward at all, but if the SMP exists next January I want to be on the board to continue to help.  The main problem is leadership.  Unlike one of my opponents who previously quit the board, I will not quit on monorail, I will not quit on rapid transit, and I will fight for a system that is consistent with our values.  I will do what I can to help lead us forward.



	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

We need to a regional intermodal transit system including light rail, monorail, and other modes; we need integration of transit agencies and transit planning.  This needs to be achieved through a governance model where the people can elect the top decision makers directly.  

	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? I have no primary opponent. I would support an opponent who is a monorail supporter with Democratic values, should one enter the race and win the primary.

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

No our current tax structure is not fair.  In Washington state the lowest 20% of income earners pay a total state and local income tax burden of some 17% -- and the highest 20% of income earners only pay 4%.  This is Robin Hood in Reverse.  

This is one reason while I support the monorail.  Being based on an MVET, it rests on a progressive tax.  And because people who don’t own a car are not taxed at all it is “environmentally progressive” as well (we tax the thing that causes the traffic, air pollution and sprawl). 



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

Federal law requiring prevailing wages on federal contracts.  I support this and on the monorail have supported a Project Labor Agreement that will ensure family wage jobs. 



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

I oppose making the County offices non-partisan.  Political parties are ways in which local voters can know what candidates stand for; I do not believe that one can govern effectively without some overarching philosophy, I believe  all candidates have one, and they should want voters to know what it is.  Mine is Democratic.  

	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Yes.



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 

Healthcare needs to be viewed like education or roads or electricity;  our whole society benefits when everyone has access.  Government should ensure health care for all. This can be through a single payer system or other systems.



	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I support full equal rights for everyone, regardless of status as Gay, Lesbian, bisexual or transgendered. This covers benefits, civil unions, marriage parenting and other rights. 



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

We need to restore trust in effective governmental solutions by ensuring that our programs work and provide benefits as promised; in this way we can deliver on transit, on education, and on economic development.  When we as Democrats work for everyone -- including working families, persons in need of public assistance, the middle class, and progressive business and higher income folks -- we have the best chance of winning governing majorities and actually funding and implementing programs for health, education, and public utilities (like transportation or monorail).  The result is to strengthen communities, ensure healthy families, provide opportunity for all, and in general, lift everyone together.  This will require putting more sacrifices on the wealthy or those who can better afford it and we need to be up front about that.



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

I have no opponent but if I draw one I will point out that:

I have been working for monorail since 2005.  I co-authored the second monorail initiative.  I worked for having elected board members.  Once elected, I was the board member who challenged the staff the most – voting against the RFP for a DBOM contract, supporting public operation, fighting the staff recommendation to support the community in Delridge, fighting to save Longfellow Creek, opposing budgets that were too flush, fighting against the single beam concept.  Beyond that I have worked for many year for better transit integration and making legit rail and monorail work together.  We need both, to connect all four corners  of Seattle, and both should be extended to the rest of King County so that we have real alternatives to the single occupant vehicle.  The reason I have been fighting for transit is because we need rapid transit to help avoid sprawl, help fight global warming, build more walkable and healthier neighborhoods, and to reduce oil dependence.  The fight for rapid transit is an area in which local government can and must take the lead; we can do more, much more, here in King County on this front.    

*Additional response August 1, 2005 after the filing period ended:

I have two opponents.  One is Jim Nobles, who apparently ran for Lt. Governor as a Republican in 2004.  I am unaware of any experience he has relating to monorail or transit issues.

Another person who filed for position 9 is my friend, Dick Falkenbury.  While I appreciate his involvement in monorail, he resigned from the ETC at an earlier phase.  This is what distinguishes me: I do not quit when things get tough.  

The monorail needs to stop dreaming and needs to get real.  I can help do that.  I helped do it before, when I co-authored I-53, the 2000 initiative that made monorail work with light rail, instead of having a competing line; it also ensured accountability by providing there would be no monorail without a vote on the tax.  This measure fixed the problems in I-41.  Now we need to fix some newer problems.  My approach then was to craft a way forward that would be acceptable to all stakeholders; I think we need to do the same thing today.  

This is part of what makes good leadership.  The monorail needs better leadership.  I believe that the race for position 9 will center on the issue of whether each candidate will strengthen the leadership of the monorail board.  



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

1. I am happy to meet with anyone anytime to answer questions and get feedback about monorail.  Call me at 206-419-4385.

2. If you give me your card you will be invited to my annual GumboJambalayaFest.

3. I was truly honored to receive the KCDCC endorsement in the last election and I put it on my literature. I appreciated your support a great deal.  Thank you for being involved.

	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature


	
	Date


	


Please attach a recent resume.
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