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	Name
	Dwight Pelz
	Position

Sought
	Seattle City Council

	Campaign

Address
	1900 28th Av. S. 
	Campaign

Manager
	Nigel Herbig

	City
	Seattle


	Phone Number
	206 726 9166

	State
	Wa 
	Fax Number
	206 728 9188

	Zip Code
	98144
	E-mail Address
	pelzseattle2005@hotmail.com

	Precinct
	
	Web Page
	www.dwightpelz.com


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	King County Councilmember

nine years
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	King County


	

	Union Affiliations
	none presently
	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	IAM 751, UFCW 1001, UFCW 1105, Painters District Council, Laborers 242, 


	
	
	


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	yes
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	yes
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	yes
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	yes
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	yes
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	yes
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	no
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	no
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	yes
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	no
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	yes
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	33 yrs
	no
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	no

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	minor  PDC reporting violations


	

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	no


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

No.



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

I am a member of the 37th District, and a donor to the KC Democrats and the Wa. State Democrats.  I am not a PCO, because Vivian Caver has historically been my PCO,



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

I am the traditional labor Democrat in the race.  I am running on my record of 15 years as a community organizer and 15 years as an elected official, representing working and poor families.  I am a leader on transportation issues, including Metro Transit and Sound Transit.  I believe Seattle should build light rail, the monorail, and a tunnel to replace the Viaduct.  I support building density near rail stations, and support the build out of South Lake Union, creating jobs and new urban neighborhoods where people can live with little or no reliance on the car.  

My campaign is well-organized, with a consultant (Christian Sinderman), and a Campaign Manager, (Nigel Herbig).  We have held 8 coffees to date, and I have called 2000 voters to introduce myself.  Our yard signs were the first to go up.

  I lead all candidates in fundraising, with $125,000  raised to date.  I will meet my goal of raising $200,000.  



	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

The greatest challenge for Seattle is transportation -- building light rail, the monorail, and a tunnel to replace the Viaduct.  My top goal if elected will be to gain funding for extending light rail to Northgate.  



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

If I do not win the primary I might endorse one of the remaining (non-partisan) candidates. 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.



	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

The tax structure is Washington is extremely unfair.  We tax consumption, not wealth.  While most states have four legs on the chair of taxation (sales, property, income, and MVET) we have but two – sales and property.  While the gas tax is also a consumption tax, it is the most fair way we have to raise funds for highway construction.  

Washington needs an income tax.  As a member of the State Senate (1991 – 97) I sponsored numerous income tax bills.  

Washington needs to restore the MVET as a general revenue source, and as a means of paying for public transit.  

I support a strong Inheritance Tax.  

The B & O, and the Utility Tax, are available to cities as a general revenue source, and must be protected.  



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

The Davis – Bacon Act is the federal law requiring prevailing wages be paid on any construction project receiving federal funds – such as Sound Transit.  The state equivalent law is Washington's prevailing wage requirement for projects receiving state funds.  I vigorously support both.



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

I oppose I-22, creating a non-partisan County Council.  Democrats and progressives will lose considerable leverage under a non-partisan council, as individual members will no longer be accountable to the political parties.  Currently Democrats and Republicans meet as separate caucuses, and seek to reach agreement on key issues.  Caucuses will dissolve rapidly under a non-partisan system, as individual and opportunistic councilmembers seek to maximize their personal power at the expense of a progressive approach to government.  



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Yes.



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 

We need a national health care system which guarantees high quality healthcare for all citizens.  The government should help the nation transition from its fraying, employer provided health care system to one in which unionized Safeway employees and non-union Wal Mart employees receive the same coverage.  



	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I unequivocally support civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people.   I unequivocally support equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights.  

I have voted for all legislation I have faced in fifteen years as an elected official which concerns these issues.  



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

Seattle is becoming a very wealthy city.  Housing prices are soaring, and high-cost neighborhoods are being built, particularly downtown and at South Lake Union.  

As Seattle becomes a wealthier city we must commit an increasing amount of funding to aid the less fortunate.  A steady or increasing percentage of the increasing wealth of the city must be dedicated to human services and low income housing.  There will be conflicts between traditional disadvantaged populations, and newly gentrified neighborhoods and neighbors in downtown Seattle.  The city must retain its historical tolerance for the less fortunate.



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

I am an energetic leader with a proven track record of winning key victories for poor and working people.  

For 30 years I have fought and won on major issues.  In 1977 I led the campaign to repeal the state sales tax on groceries.  In the '80's I founded and led Washington Fair Share, then worked as a union organizerAs a member of the State Senat I served as Chair of the Senate Education Committee, and Labor & Commerce Committee, where I passed the Education Reform act and increased funding for Seattle Public Schools.  On the the County Council I have fought for Growth Management in King County, both on legislation like the CAO; and in my work on the RTID (Regional Transportation Investment District) where I was the lone vote opposing sprawl and new highway construction.   When Tim Eyman's I-695 threatened to cut Metro bus service throughout King County I led the charge to get the Legislature to allow King County voters to raise taxes and fill the I-695 hole in November, 2000.

I am an elected official who will still roll up my sleeves to get the job done.  Two years ago after I first saw Howard Dean I volunteered to draw up the statewide Dean field plan.  Michael Mann and I co-chaired the field committee, which sought to turn the Dean e-mail list into a team of Dean precinct workers.  In order to demonstrate the plan I offered to chair the 37th District effort.  I made over 1000 phone calls, recruited 100 Dean precinct captains, and led a half dozen training sessions.  In the end the 37th was one of two districts won by Dean.  

I have the experience, the energy, and the passion to provide new leadership for the Seattle City Council.  



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

I was born in Seattle on April 1, 1951. Three years later, my family moved to the nation's capital, when my father joined the staff of Seattle Congressman Don Magnuson. I grew up in Maryland, graduated from the University of Michigan in 1974, and today I root for the Huskies, even when Michigan comes to town. 

I have been married for 26 years to Beth Brunton, a Seattle Public School teacher. We live in the Mount Baker neighborhood of Seattle, and have two grown children, Karen (25) and Andy (23).

My favorite sport is basketball.  Like Kerry I am a windsurfer, but I never supported the War in Iraq.  My favorite movies in the past 30 years are "Apocolypse Now", "Chinatown", "Pulp Fiction", "Pleasantville", and "South Park".  I think Lee Harvey Oswald acted alone.



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature
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Dwight Pelz
	
	Date

5/30/2005
	


Please attach a recent resume.
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