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	Name
	Bob Ferguson
	Position

Sought
	King County Council, District 1

	Campaign

Address
	8255 2nd Avenue NE


	Campaign

Manager
	Sam Downing

	City
	Seattle


	Phone Number
	206.523.7245

	State
	WA


	Fax Number
	

	Zip Code
	98115


	E-mail Address
	Bob@ElectBobFerguson.com
Or Sam@ElectBobFerguson.com

	Precinct
	SEA 46-2236


	Web Page
	www.ElectBobFerguson.com


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	King County Councilmember

Elected in 2003
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	King County


	

	Union Affiliations
	N/A


	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Please see attached.
	
	
	


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	X

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	
	X
	Registered since 1983

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	X

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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Endorsements

Labor

Joint Council of Teamsters No. 28, and Teamster Locals 117, 174, and 763
SEIU Local 925

King County Corrections Guild

International Union of Operating Engineers, Local 302 (Bothell) 
Elected Officials

Dozens of Democratic PCOs have endorsed my campaign.

U. S. Congressman Adam Smith

Phil Talmadge, Former Washington State Supreme Court Justice and Senator 
Julia Pattterson, King County Councilmember 

Peter Steinbrueck, Seattle City Councilmember

Richard Conlin, Seattle City Councilmember

Carolyn Armanini, Lake Forest Park Councilmember

Mary Jane Goss, Lake Forest Park Councilmember

Nate Herzog, Lake Forest Park Councilmember

Alan Kiest, Lake Forest Park Councilmember

Mark Lamb, Bothell Councilmember

Maggie Fimia, Shoreline Councilmember

Bob Ransom, Shoreline Councilmember

James Leigh, Shoreline School Board

Ratings

Municipal League of King County:

The Municipal League has not yet made a recommendation in my race this year.  In 2003, I was the only candidate for any County Council race to be rated “Outstanding.” 

Qualified Questions

Question #3:  I strongly support the right of workers to bargain and strike.  However, I do have reservations about allowing certain emergency personnel – firefighters, police – from striking, which may jeopardize public safety.

	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?


	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 



	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.


	Signature


	
	Date


	


Please attach a recent resume.

Bob Ferguson for County Council

1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom? 
I am a lifelong Democrat.  I do not belong to any other political party, nor have I ever belonged to another political party.  

 

In 1988 when I was the Student Body President at the University of Washington, I supported a candidate from another party in a partisan race.  I attended a couple of campaign events for Andy McLaughlin who was running for State Treasurer.  Andy was the ASUW President at the University of Washington a few years before me, and he assisted me in providing advice on my work with the ASUW.  I did not give him money.  
In 1990 when Andy ran against Senator Ray Moore (Democrat) in the 36th District, I supported Senator Moore.  

2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?
I have an extensive background with the Democratic Party and I am a member of the 46th District Democrats.  I have also donated to the 32nd District Democrats.
 

I was the Executive Director of the King County Democrats from 1991-1992.  Prior to that, I worked as the fundraiser for the King County Democrats and then was promoted to Executive Director.  Of course, my job as Executive Director involved a wide variety of work on behalf of the Party.

 

Before being elected to the Council, I provided hundreds of hours of free legal work for the Washington State Democratic Party in its lawsuit to overturn Washington’s blanket primary system.  

 

I have also worked on the campaigns of Democratic candidates, including Adam Smith.  I was GOTV Director for his first campaign for public office in 1990 when he defeated a 16-year Republican incumbent (Senator Eleanor Lee) in a huge upset.  Four years later, at Adam’s request, I interrupted my legal studies at New York University to run his GOTV program when he ran for re-election to the State Senate in 1994.  We managed to survive the Republican landslide that swept the State and the country that year, and Adam was elected to Congress a few years later (when he defeated an incumbent Republican).  

 

I also served as Congressman Rick Larsen’s attorney from 2001-2002.  He asked me to represent him when the FEC filed a complaint concerning his successful congressional bid in 2000.  

3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?
The First District needs a more active voice for the people.  King County government must do a better job involving the public in their decisions – from siting homeless encampments to determining the best way to surplus county property.  Question #13 details this in more detail.
The County budget is in a crisis and creative solutions are required.  King County must improve transportation.  King County must fund critical human services.  King County must restore faith in our election system.  I’ve led on all of these issues.
Doorbelling plan:  I am well-known as the best doorbeller in King County, if not the State.  I knocked on 22,000 doors when I ran in 2003, and will knock on at least 15,000 this year.
Fundraising plan:  I will raise $150,000.  I have raised over one-third of that amount.  Unlike my opponent, I do not hire professional campaign consultants or a professional fundraiser, so the money I raise goes directly to voter contact.  I will hire a campaign manager who will start in the next week.
I will win for the same reason I won in 2003 against a 20-year incumbent who was widely considered unbeatable:  I have the right message and I will work harder by running a grass roots campaign that takes my message right to the doorstep of the voters.  I do not take days off and campaign relentlessly.  I have a large volunteer organization that helped me tremendously in 2003 and is mobilized to assist again this year.

4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

The most pressing issue facing King County government is its budget problem.  This budget crisis is occurring in large part because of (1) the results of Tim Eyman’s initiatives and (2) significant portions of unincorporated King County – especially areas with retail or business – are incorporating into new cities or are being annexed into existing cities.  This has caused a reduction in revenue.  

 

I am the only candidate in this race who serves on the budget committee.  If reelected, I will continue to look for ways to maximize our revenues and scrutinize our budget line by line to make sure we have the right priorities with our dollars.  For example, I recently proposed using part of a $3.4 million dollar reserve to create transitional housing for the homeless similar to the Aloha Inn program successfully initiated by the City of Seattle.  

I will also work to ensure more of its resources towards human services.  Specifically, I will continue to work toward creating dedicated revenues to better fund human services.  

5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

If not on the General Election ballot, I will support the Democratic nominee for Council District 1.

6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

No.  Our tax and fee system is among the most regressive in the nation.  Unfortunately, a major overhaul of our tax system is unlikely in the near future.  I am concerned that King County is looking to an increase in sales tax to make up for lost revenue and/or to fund transportation projects.  The sales tax is regressive.  I believe transportation packages such as RTID should be funded primarily through a regional gas tax and a Motor Vehicle Excise Tax based on the value of the vehicle.

7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

Yes.  The Davis-Bacon Act requires that construction projects funded with Federal money pay “prevailing” wages to workers.  I strongly support it!

8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

No.  I support retaining partisan positions in King County.

9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Yes.

10. What role should government play in the healthcare system?

I believe that government should and must play a role in the delivery of health care.  I am supporting the King County Executive’s health care initiatives as recommended by the Health Advisory Task Force.

11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I support full civil rights for all people, including gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered persons.  I support same-sex marriage over civil unions because I do not believe that civil unions offer the same rights and benefits as marriage.

I am the only candidate in this race who co-sponsored the 2004 civil rights ordinance proposed by Executive Sims which would extend civil rights protections in King County to “gender identity.”  This would include transgendered citizens.  

12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

I have extensive experience working and living with the economically disadvantaged.  I lived and worked for a year in an inner-city environment after I graduated from college.  I directed an emergency services office and saw the suffering in that community.  The hardest part of my job was having to say “no” to someone who needed food or money for rent or utilities because they had already received help that month.  I am acutely aware of the limited resources human services are provided.  I also lived and worked in Guadalupe, Arizona.  Guadalupe is a community of Yaqui Indians who face intense economic hardships.  I provided free legal advice to the Yaquis while living in Guadalupe.  Additionally, I have also represented death row inmates and, as part of my work, visited inmates on death row.  

 

In other words, I have spent a considerable amount of time living with and working for the economically disadvantaged and those who are, quite literally, at the lowest step of the ladder of our society.  These experiences made a significant impression on me.  

 

We need more elected officials who can bring such a background to their work.  One of my strengths is an ability to get along with and work with individuals of all backgrounds.  I say this because I think our elected officials need to do a better job of describing the important human services that government provides and to increase the visibility of those programs.  I believe I am particularly well qualified to do this due to my background.  Our elected officials can use the office of King County Council as a “bully pulpit” to increase funding for emergency services and to partner with other municipalities to do the same.   

Since my election, I have worked tirelessly on human services issues as the Chair of the Council’s Regional Policy Committee.  

In addition, my staff and I volunteer once a month at a non-profit organization in my district.  We have served lunch at the senior center, served tea to Alzheimer patients, and organized and distributed food at the food bank.  If reelected, I will continue to lead by example and do what I can to provide for the truly needed in our community. 

13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

I have far more experience working for the Democratic Party.  My commitment to the Party runs deep and began long before I ran for office.  I’ve literally devoted thousands of hours to the Party as Executive Director of the King County Democrats, pro bono legal counsel for the Washington State Party and as a campaign worker for Adam Smith when he defeated an incumbent Republican.
I have direct experience working on social justice issues.

I lead by example.  For example, when tent city became a controversial issue, I spent the night there to learn first-hand about why that is a successful operation.  I take the bus to work and do not have a parking spot downtown.  My staff and I volunteer at a non-profit organization in the District each month.

In addition to taking good votes, the other key part of being an elected official is being in touch with one’s constituents.  My outreach efforts far surpass my opponent.  Since my first election in 2003, I have hosted eight town hall meetings throughout my district.  Topics for those meetings include:  human services, transportation, budget, arts & heritage, and elections as well as open forums.  
I have a policy that if any constituent wants to talk to me about any issue, we schedule a half-hour coffee meeting at a local coffee shop.  I’ve had over 150 of these one-on-one meetings with constituents.  I don’t just say I am accessible—I am out in my district each week meeting constituents one-on-one.  
I’ve distributed seven newsletters (one a quarter) and multiple postcards to remind constituents about important events taking place in the district (farmers markets, town meetings, etc.).  I distribute an electronic newsletter to 1,600 constituents each month.  
As previously discussed, my staff and I volunteer once a month at a non-profit organization in the district.  In addition to our volunteer work at human service organizations, we have also volunteered to do landscaping at local schools and clear brush at community parks.  

During this same time period, my opponent has not hosted any of her own town meetings.  

 

Bob Ferguson for County Council

Biography

Personal Background

Bob Ferguson was first elected in 2003 to serve on the King County Council.  Bob and his wife, Colleen, live in Maple Leaf, a quiet neighborhood in Northeast Seattle.  Bob and Colleen recently married last summer at Parsons Gardens on Queen Anne hill, just a block away from where Bob grew up.  They are enjoying being newlyweds.  Colleen is the Associate Director of International Education at Shoreline Community College.  

Together, Bob and Colleen love the outdoors and hike on King County’s many great trails.  In Bob’s free time, he enjoys a variety of outdoor activities and is a particularly enthusiastic backpacker and mountain climber. He has hiked hundreds of miles of Washington trails and reached the highest peak of 45 states—with a goal of reaching the top of all fifty states. He is also climbing the hundred highest peaks in Washington State.  

Bob is also an accomplished chess player. He is a nationally and internationally rated chess master and has twice won the Washington State Chess Championship. He has competed in international tournaments in Europe and his games and articles have been published locally, nationally and internationally. He coaches the Lakeside School chess team, which recently won a sixth consecutive state high school championship. 
When he is not hiking or competing in chess tournaments, Bob is an avid birdwatcher, a rabid Husky sports fan, and enjoys spending time with his wife, family, friends, and his many nephews and nieces.

Bob Ferguson is a fourth generation Washingtonian and grew up in King County as the sixth of seven children.  Bob's great grandparents homesteaded in the 19th Century on the Skagit River near what is now Marblemount.  His grandparents owned and operated the Broadway Meat Market in Everett.  
Bob’s parents, Murray and Betty Ferguson, met at Everett High School and recently celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary.  Murray Ferguson devoted nearly forty years to the Boeing Company in facility planning and budgeting. Betty Ferguson taught special education in the Seattle public schools for 17 years.  Both are now enjoying retirement.

Commitment to Public Service and the Democratic Party 
Bob became involved with government and civic activism at a young age.  He was elected Senior Class President at Blanchet High School.  A few years later while he attended the University of Washington, Bob was elected Student Body President and served as an ex-officio member of the University of Washington Board of Regents.  He graduated in 1989 with a degree in political science.  

After graduation, Bob began his commitment to social justice issues by spending a year with the Jesuit Volunteer Corps in Portland, Oregon. Bob lived and worked in an inner-city environment, running an emergency services office and tutoring children from the neighborhood. 
Bob returned to Seattle and continued his public service and political activity by serving as Executive Director of the King County Democrats from 1991-92.  
Bob embarked on a career as an attorney by attending New York University.  Bob used his legal skills to continue his interest in fighting for social justice issues.  While in law school, Bob received a public interest 
grant and represented Yaqui Indians in Guadalupe, Arizona.  Bob also worked for a year with the Federal Public Defender Office in Brooklyn, volunteered with the NAACP Legal Defense Fund, and represented death row inmates in Arizona with the Arizona Capital Representation Project.  

After graduating from law school in 1995, Bob continued his public service by serving as a law clerk for Chief Judge W. Fremming Nielsen of the Federal District Court for Eastern Washington. He subsequently served as a law clerk on the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals with Judge Myron Bright.

Bob then returned to Seattle and began working at the law firm of Preston Gates and Ellis. At Preston, Bob was a litigation associate and represented several local governments, such as King County and the Port of Seattle. This work included representing local governments as they challenged Tim Eyman’s initiatives.  

Bob also devoted hundreds of hours to pro bono work, particularly with non-profit groups attempting to preserve open space in King County such as the Kruckeberg Botanic Garden Foundation in Shoreline.

Bob took a one-year leave of absence from Preston Gates and Ellis to run for King County Council in 2003. He knocked on over 20,000 doors to personally discuss County issues with voters. Bob defeated a twenty-year incumbent and now serves on the County Council.
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