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	Name
	Geni Hawkins
	Position

Sought
	King County Council, District 7

	Campaign

Address
	TBD
	Campaign

Manager
	TBD

	City
	Auburn
	Phone Number
	TBD

	State
	WA
	Fax Number
	

	Zip Code
	98002
	E-mail Address
	ElectGeniHawkins@gmail.com

	Precinct
	47-0047
	Web Page
	TBD


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Network Systems Manager


	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	Highline School District #401


	

	Union Affiliations
	N/A


	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	
	
	
	


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	
	X
	Reg. 1978

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	X

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

I’m a lifelong Democrat and have never supported or donated to a candidate of another party in any partisan race.



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

I’m a member of the 47th Legislative District Democrats.  I donated on several occasions to the King County Democrats last year.  I’m currently a PCO for the 47-0036 Precinct.



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

The main message of my campaign is that this district is ready for a new voice and a real choice.  I have not yet begun my campaign or fundraising efforts.  I’m planning on appearing before both Legislative District Democrats’ meetings, at the King County Democratic nominating convention, and at any festival booths/fairs where I can get space.


	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

a) Transportation, and b) the Critical Areas Ordinance.  On a) I believe the Council needs to continue pursuing innovative regional strategies such as the Regional Transportation Initiative that led to the creation of Sound Transit.  On b) I believe most of the public antipathy to the CAO is due to the continual repetition of right-wing talking points that do not fairly address the revised tenets of the CAO.  I believe, with sufficient public education, the public could be brought to understand the reasons why the CAO is essential to protect our watersheds, salmon habitat, and open space, and how that can be consonant with the value of protecting private property rights.



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

I do not at this time have a primary opponent, but I will always support the Democratic candidate for any partisan office in the general election.



	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

The current state tax system is overly bureaucratic, Byzantine, and regressive in the extreme.  It unfairly penalizes small business with a crippling B&O tax and punishes the most economically vulnerable among us with sales, property, and excise taxes, while allowing those most able to pay taxes to evade paying their fair share.  Schools are funded in such a way as to exacerbate economic disparities between regions, and thus adversely affect the educational opportunities of the disadvantaged.  I believe we need to impose a personal income tax in order to have sufficient revenue to support necessary infrastructure and services.  However, that does not alleviate the problem of regressive taxation or the burden on small business unless such a new tax is also accompanied by relief from B&O, property, and sales taxes.  I believe the state Constitution should be amended to either abolish or cap such taxes, and impose a fair, graduated progressive state income tax.



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

It mandates a “prevailing wage” for U.S. workers.  Yes, I support it as a bare minimum, but believe we can do much better than that in compensating workers fairly with a living wage.



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

No, I support the retention of the partisan system in King County politics.



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Absolutely.



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 

No one should ever go without essential medical treatment owing to lack of ability to pay.  No other industrialized nation lets people suffer illness untreated owing to poverty.  I believe the government should provide payment for basic and catastrophic health services for all citizens out of general revenues.  Having one payer and one set of forms would reduce healthcare administrative overhead tremendously and would provide significant economic benefits both to employers, who now struggle to provide coverage benefits to their employees, and to workers, who often now cannot afford to buy into plans even when they are offered.  Lack of universal basic healthcare coverage costs us all more money in the long run, as those who are not covered must seek more-expensive treatment in emergency rooms, or default on payment.  More than half of all personal bankruptcies today are directly or indirectly caused by the cost of health care, and the cost to society of those bankruptcies is nearly incalculable.

I do not advocate the total elimination of for-profit private insurance and/or hospitals; I think they should be available as an additional option to those who choose to expend extra resources to buy such coverage.  I simply don’t think for-profit healthcare should be the only option.



	11. What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

I believe absolutely in equal rights for ALL persons, regardless of race, creed, gender, gender identity, sexual orientation, or class.  I believe all couples should have the same rights.  This includes the right of marriage, which confers certain advantages (Federal tax filing status, survivorship, power of attorney, etc.) not conveyed by other types of unions.  I cannot support civil unions for LGBTQ couples while marriage, which confers a greater number of benefits, is offered to heterosexual couples.  Equal rights are not special rights; they must be equal for all.



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

Many things already touched upon could provide great benefit to those living in poverty.  Tax reform is critical, as is equal educational opportunity.  I also believe government-provided basic healthcare coverage could alleviate much hardship.  Providing for a living wage, rather than a minimum or prevailing wage, is also an important factor in lifting people out of poverty.



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

At this time, the primary is not contested.



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

I’m Geni Hawkins, and I’m running for King County Council, District 7.

A few facts about the Council District 7 incumbent:  he won by 60% in 1993, by 69% in 1997, and in 2001, no one was even willing to file to run against him.  It is true that I initially volunteered to run because no one else wanted to run against my opponent and his accumulated $250,000 in campaign funds, and I’m personally opposed to the idea of just ceding any elective office without a fight.  But I’m not running against anything; I’m running FOR something.  I’m running because I believe passionately in what the King County Council does and that I can best represent the needs of the voters of the 7th District. This district is not, contrary to what some people would have you believe, a “safe” Republican district.  It is very much a swing district, and I believe most voters in that district will be very happy to have a new voice and a real choice on the ballot.  

The issues that the King County Council addresses are the most bedrock of issues for most of the constituency on a day-to-day basis:  clean water, transportation, taxes, balancing the needs of growth and environmental protection, public safety, waste disposal – all of these are things the citizens of King County must deal with daily.  I think it’s time the 7th District had representation on the Council from someone who, like you, deals with those issues every day.

The 7th is comprised primarily of small towns and suburbs.  The needs of this district are very different from those of the urban districts of King County, particularly with regard to transportation.  In the course of my daily commute, I drive from Auburn to Burien on Highways 18, 167, 405, 518, and 509.  I know where the transportation problems in South King County are: I get to sit in those chokepoints every day.  I also know that transit solutions that may work best for Seattle will not necessarily be the best solution for those like me, or those who drive from Federal Way to Redmond.  While light rail may not be the answer for us in the suburbs, we cannot simply throw more money at highways and expect to pave our way out of congestion.  The solutions that will work for all of King County are still to be discovered, but they won’t be found by burying our heads in the sand and claiming there is no problem.  They will be discovered by innovative solutions like the regional transportation initiative that created Sound Transit.

I’m intimately familiar with the problems faced by small business, and by building contractors – my husband is the sole proprietor of a small construction company.  The Council has to be sensitive to the needs of those who promote growth and jobs for regulatory relief, while at the same time recognizing that uncontrolled sprawl will detract from what makes this area attractive in the first place.  We need to recognize that we can’t just throw up 10,000 housing units or a gigantic new office park in an area without corresponding upgrades to infrastructure – roads, schools, water supplies, sewage treatment, and public safety.  All those infrastructure upgrades must be paid for, and we need ways to raise that revenue that don’t adversely impact our economic prosperity or put an unfair burden on our taxpayers.  I think a new voice and fresh ideas are called for to accomplish that.

As a 25-year Information Technology professional, I’m especially interested in an initiative the Council has recently started, to use technology to make county services more accessible to citizens.  I understand the ways in which technology can be used to streamline processes and make everyday tasks more convenient.  At the same time, as an employee of an underfunded public school district, I understand the absolute requirement for economy and to find the best ways to make technology improvements more affordable and efficient.  One of the ways in which technology must be applied with extra caution is in the elections system.  I think we all know why the elections system is receiving more-than-usual scrutiny at this time.  There are those who would have you believe that the solution to streamlining elections and making them more accessible is to go wholesale to electronic voting, but the election last year made it painfully apparent what the weaknesses of implementing such solutions without sufficiently understanding the pitfalls can be.  Any elections solution proposed must meet the criteria of voter-verifiable balloting, and I think it’s critically important that the Council have an Information Technology professional to help understand both the strengths and weaknesses inherent in such systems.

The key to the 7th District is balance; balancing the need for revenue with the voters’ need for tax reform and relief.  Balancing protection of our critical watershed with continued economic growth and prosperity.  Balancing public safety with the civil rights of every citizen.  Balancing property rights with protection from uncontrolled sprawl.  Balancing transportation solutions between roads and mass transportation, and thinking on a regional, not a strictly local basis.  I believe a new voice is what the 7th District needs, and a real choice for voters, not status quo.

Some people would tell you that trying to take on a long-term incumbent who’s been able to accumulate $250,000 when I have – I think I have $1.50 in my pocket – is tilting at windmills.  I would, however, prefer to think of this less in terms of Don Quixote and more in terms of David and Goliath.  You see, not only was Don Quixote delusional, but…David won!

Thank you for your time.  I’m Geni Hawkins, and I hope I can count on your support.



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature


	
	Date


	


Please attach a recent resume.
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