King County Democrats – 2005 Candidate Questionnair

Name:  Richard J. McIver

Campaign Address:  PO Box 2563, Seattle, 98111-2563

Position Sought:  Seattle City Council, Position 8

Campaign Manager:  Paul Elliott 
Phone:  206-579-5395

Fax Number:  Not Available

Email Address:  mciver2005@comcast.net
Web Page:  www.richardmciver.com
Present Occupation:  Seattle City Council Incumbent 


Appointed Jan, 1997, Elected 1997, Reelected 2001

Union Affiliations:  None (was a member of Waiters/Busboys Union about 1960)

Ratings & Endorsements You Have Received?

Legislative Districts:  None have yet endorsed

Unions:  None to date, but not aware of any made in this race (Endorsed by KCLC in 2001)
Municipal League:  Not Yet Rated (Received “Outstanding” in 2001)

Women’s Political Caucus:  Not aware of any made in this race (Endorsed in 2001)
SeaMEC:  Not Yet Rated (Rated “4” Ally in 2001)
1.  Are you a Democrat?  Are you known as a Democrat?
Yes
2.  Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?  Yes

3. Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?  Yes, with the additional exception of police and fire uniformed personnel.

4. Do you support affirmative action?  Yes, absolutely!

5. Do you support a woman’s right to choose?  (Are you pro choice?)  Yes

6. Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women?  Yes

7. Do you support school vouchers?  No

8. Do you support charter schools?  No

9. Do you support equal rights for women?  Yes

10. Do you support the Patriot Act?  No

11. Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?  Yes

12. How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years.  Registered since 1962.  To the best of my knowledge I haven’t missed an election in the last three years.

14.  Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?  Property Taxes in 2003 were paid late due to financial issue related to family health care crisis.

15.  Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission, or Seattle Ethics & Elections Commission regulation?

In 2000, my campaign treasurer failed to file reports on time, leading to an SEEC fine.  No filing deadlines have been missed in the last four plus years.

In 2003, I reluctantly agreed to pay a $200 fine to the SEEC for having lunch with former Governor Al Rosellini.  (The agreement reads in part, “The Executive Director of the Ethics and Elections Commission acknowledges that a reasonable reading of prior opinions published by the former Executive Director for the Ethics and Elections Commission could lead a reasonable person to believe allowing a long-time friend to purchase a lunch valued at approximately $6.00 (six dollars) was a de minimus and permissible violation of SMC 4.16.070(3).”  Elsewhere in the same agreement was the statement:  “Having concluded his investigation, the Director found that Councilmember McIver’s ex parte contact with Governor Rosellini did not violate the ethics act.”)
1. Are you a member of another political party?  If so, which ones?  Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race?  If so, whom?  No, I am a Democrat.  The only Republican candidate for public office I supported was close personal friend Lud Kramer in his 1964 race for Secretary of State.

2.  Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party?  Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer?  When/Where?   Member of 37th.  My last contribution to KCDCC was $250 several years ago.  I have not been a PCO.
2. What are your main messages of your campaign?  What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing?  Why will you win?  What is your fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

The message of my campaign will that I have bring a perspective to the City Council that would otherwise be missing:

· My professional background in community and economic development, and the creation of low income housing, has proven invaluable given the City’s major involvement and investment in these areas.  

· As a longtime small business owner, as well as a person of color, I am keenly attuned to need to continue to prod government to make sure that it gives meaningful and significant business opportunities to women and minority owned business.  

· Finally, I bring a maturity and collegial working style valuable in creating an environment where the City Council and Mayor work together to meet the City’s many challenges.
Unfortunately, City Council races, like all campaigns, are becoming disturbingly expensive.  I expect to need to raise in the neighborhood of $200,000, and have raised about $90,000 as of this writing.   I expect to have a full time campaign manager on board sometime in the mid summer.  I don’t expect to doorbell, which I think is of questionable value in a citywide race.  While not yet having made any exact determination, I expect I will most likely spend the bulk of my voter contact budget for direct mail, as is the case for most Council candidates.  
4.  What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

Transportation – Continuing my work on regional transportation solutions, including finding the resources to replace the Alaskan Way Viaduct and the 520 Bridge.
5. Non Partisan Races:  If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponents in the general election?  I don’t expect to lose the primary.

6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

Tim Eyman has had a devastating effect upon government.  Seattle alone this year will lose as much a $35 million as a result of passage of Initiative 747, limiting growth in the property tax to 1% per year (plus the value of new construction).  Statewide passage of his Initiative 695 severely limits excise tax revenues dedicated to the repair of our streets and bridges.  (The courts actually through the initiative out, but the Legislature chose to enact its features.)  While Seattle voters have consistently rejected the Eyman measures, we have still been forced to abide by the statewide passage.  

Fortunately, Seattle’s voters have repeatedly shown a willingness to tax themselves not only for fire stations, parks, and libraries, but also to provide low income housing and educational and family support with a goal of closing the education gap within our city.  

We have to now consider whether we must go to city voters to ask if they are willing to pay higher taxes so that we can better meet city needs, be that police and fire, or for basic maintenance of our infrastructure.

7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act?  Do you support it?
Davis-Bacon requires the payment of prevailing wages on federally funded projects.  I am very supportive of this important tool for ensuring that workers receive wages sufficient to support a family and have a piece of the American dream.  

8. Do you support King County Initiative 22?  Explain your position.

I don’t expect to take a position on this measure, and must confess that I have given it only limited thought as of yet.
9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?  

I wasn’t aware there were any other options.  Obviously, Democratic members should pick their own leaders.

10. What role should government play in the healthcare system?

Our health care system provides the best care in the world for those who are fortunate enough to have good benefits through an employer, or who are sufficiently affluent to buy insurance coverage.  Unfortunately, exploding health care costs are shrinking that group every day.  Employers facing annual double digit increases in health insurance premiums are cutting back on their employer provided benefits or eliminating coverage entirely.  

The City of Seattle has just concluded very difficult negotiations with our labor unions over the issue of these exploding health care costs.  The issue was just how we’d split up the pain between the city employees and the city treasury.  The best we could hope for was finding a mutually agreed upon distasteful compromise. 

It is becoming ever more clear that the current health care system is heading for disaster.  Unfortunately, it appears that we will most likely wait until it is on the verge of collapse before our national leaders will be forced to find a solution.  The problem can only be solved at the federal level, and will require a lot of leadership in preparing the American people for a new system.

11. What is your position on civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, bisexual, and trans gendered people?  What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage, and parental rights?
Sexual minorities are entitled to the same basic civil rights guaranteed to every other citizen.  I was proud to be included as a friend of the court in the recent lawsuit before the State Supreme Court challenging the denial of marriage benefits to same-sex partners.  

12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

Almost my entire adult career, and all of my political career, has been one where I have actively sought to use the tools of government to improve the lives of the economically disadvantaged.   My professional background, beginning with the Urban Renewal days of the 1960s, has been focused on economic development.

I consider my greatest single accomplishment in elective office to have been my role in creating and fashioning the Rainier Valley Community Development Fund, an unprecedented $50 million investment along the routing of Sound Transit’s LINK light rail through the valley.

While light rail should bring handsome economic benefits to this long ignored and economically disadvantaged neighborhood, I wanted to be sure that the marginal and struggling minority and immigrant businesses and institutions along MLK have the financial resources to survive the tough period of construction and are prepared to compete when it is finished.  The goal is to preserve the rich ethnic and racial diversity that make Southeast Seattle such an exciting neighborhood. 

13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponents?

I feel confident that my record speaks for itself in this election.  Whether it was putting together the CDF, as outlined above, shepherding the City’s budget process to a responsible completion, being a consistent and effective voice for minority rights, or working with other regional elected officials on our transportation challenges, I have shown myself to be a leader.  

I bring years of professional experience, otherwise missing from the City Council, in the area of economic development and low income housing.  I bring an understanding that tax dollars are limited and that we must make choices about priorities.  It has only been in the past eight years that I have been a “politician.”  Finally, I bring a maturity and collegial working style that is particularly important in a legislative body, where the ability to work with others is crucial to getting things done.

14. What would you like us to know about you?  

While I very much want the KCDCC endorsement, I am a little different than many candidates who come before you.  It never even occurred to me to seek political office until my late 50s, when friends and colleagues approached me with the idea.   I was appointed to the City Council in early 1997, filling the vacancy created by the resignation of John Manning.  Over 110 people applied for the job, and I was the one selected.  My friends suggested that my professional background in economic and community development, along with the creation of low income housing, would make me a good addition to the body.  

I am a fifth generation Seattleite.  I just completed my second term as president of the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC).  I am also a member of the Sound Transit Board, and it’s Finance Committee.  Finally, I am a member of the Washington State Housing Finance Commission.  Several years ago, Western Washington University awarded me their outstanding alumni award.  

I am deeply committed to issues of racial and social justice.  I am a strong opponent of I-200 and am actively exploring what avenues might exist to help us reverse some of the adverse impacts of its enactment.  I am equally committed to civil rights for sexual minorities and am proud to have included my name in the Friend of the Court brief challenging the prohibition on same sex marriage in the recent case heard by the Washington State Supreme Court.  

Being on the City Council has been one of the most rewarding experiences of my life (as well as a great deal of fun).  I am excited about the opportunity to serve for another four years. 
