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	Name
	AL RUNTE
	Position

Sought
	MAYOR OF SEATTLE

	Campaign

Address
	117 East Louisa Street

Box 2006
	Campaign

Manager
	DANA TWIGHT (ACTING)

	City
	SEATTLE

	Phone Number
	(206) 325-5185

	State
	WASHINGTON

	Fax Number
	(206) 325-5185 (call first)

	Zip Code
	98102

	E-mail Address
	runte4mayor@earthlink.net

	Precinct
	46-2263

	Web Page
	Under construction


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	INDEPENDENT SCHOLAR

	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	SELF

	

	Union Affiliations
	NONE

	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	NONE AT PRESENT

	INTERVIEW 
SCHEDULED 8/10/05
	INTERVIEW PENDING
	INTERVIEW
PENDING


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?  REGISTERED TO VOTE SINCE 1968 (37 YEARS)
	
	X
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	X

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

     At the age of 21 (1968), I registered in Binghamton, New York, as a member of the Democratic Party, and cast my first vote for Hubert Humphrey.  I have never been a member of any another political party, nor contributed money to a political candidate other than a Democrat.  

	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

     Because my profession has so often taken me out of town, I have not participated in my party at the local or county level.  

	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

     Put neighborhoods and people first—ahead of special interests.  Hire expert engineers to build an integrated citywide monorail and Sound Transit light rail system NOW.  Make Seattle City Light a leader again in energy conservation and renewable resources.  Maintain and preserve our city’s wonderful park system and make it accessible to all Seattle citizens regardless of disability, age, or income.  My campaign plan is to engage every neighborhood, both formally and informally, in interactive seminars and discussions about the future of Seattle.  I am in the process of hiring a modest campaign staff.  I plan raising money from citizen activists instead of special interests.  I will win because I have a message that resonates with Seattle’s greatness.  

	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

     Leadership is the issue in Seattle -- true vision and not false promises.  Repeatedly, people around the city have shared with me their frustration over calling city hall, only to be told that their concerns are not priorities.  They are.  Some estimate that we are $500 million in arrears in necessary street and park maintenance.  We need better police and fire protection.  We need to control noise and pollution.  We need to ensure that developers who see open space as wasted space never target our city parks.  We need to restore the faith of city workers in their professions and let them get on with their jobs.  

	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 
     I will faithfully and consistently support the party’s candidates.  

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain. Not applicable

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?
     Sales taxes are regressive, in that they force the poor to pay a higher percentage of their income than the rich.  Unfortunately, the State of Washington has one of the most regressive tax policies in the nation and cities are limited as to what type of taxes they can propose.  However, in general, I am more likely to support progressive taxes over regressive taxes and will look for ways to reduce the taxes on low income residents of the city.  



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?
     The Davis-Bacon Act (1931) ensures that local workers on public works projects will be paid the local, prevailing wage.  It stems from the Great Depression, when major contractors were tempted to undercut those wages, effectively breaking unions.  Once, this law protected my father’s wages.  Obviously, I fully support it.  



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.
     No.  I invite the spirit of partisan political races, even though the Mayor of Seattle’s race is nonpartisan.  



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?
     I believe in the caucus system and every party’s right to choose its leaders.


	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 
     Government should ensure health care for every citizen, providing —at a minimum—catastrophic insurance protecting wages and health care for children.  


	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

     I believe in full civil rights for every American, regardless of race, creed, color, or sexual orientation.  

	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

     The economically disadvantaged deserve every opportunity to go to college just like children of the wealthy.  We need to expand the number of students at the UW, WSU, and other four year schools with tuition assistance for those who come from families with lower incomes.  For older workers without the skills necessary to compete in today’s economy, we need to expand opportunities for them as well.

	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

     My mother taught me to believe in public service, encouraging me to attend college when others in my family never dreamed of it.  In her mind, no profession was more honorable than being a teacher.  As a scholar, I have never forgotten one’s commitment to apply directly what one learns and writes about.  My whole life has been one of public service, studying the issues that matter to the nation -- and Seattle.  I will untangle the mess we have made of transportation and our impact on the environment because of cars.  Seattle will be a more beautiful city, true to its progressive roots.  

	14. What would you like us to know about you?

     I believe in people and have many friends.  I have enjoyed living all across the country, moving progressively west for each of my degrees.  I think Seattle is the most beautiful city in the United States, and I have visited every major city.  I would like to make Seattle more deserving of that reputation by thinking ahead to 2020, not just the next four years.  



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature


	(signed)

AL RUNTE


	Date

8/06/05
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