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	Name
	Stephen Lamphear
	Position

Sought
	Burien City Council, pos. #5

	Campaign

Address
	12011 – 18th Ave. SW


	Campaign

Manager
	N/A

	City
	Burien
	Phone Number
	206-439-7362

	State
	WA


	Fax Number
	206-243-0187

	Zip Code
	98146


	E-mail Address
	Lamphear4council@comcast.net

	Precinct
	34-1058
	Web Page
	N/A


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Tax Preparation

Incumbent 8 years
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	Self
	

	Union Affiliations
	N/A
	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Joint Council of Teamsters #28


	Seeking
	Seeking for 2nd election
	Seeking


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	Support NEA policy

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	X
	
	Support NEA policy

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	Refuse to compromise civil liberty

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?  NO
	37 yrs
	
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	X

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

I am a Democrat and have not supported or funded partisan candidates other than Democrats.

	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

I am a member of the 34th District Democrats.  I have not contributed to the County Party.  I was an elected PCO in 34-1058 from 1996 to 2004 and am seeking re-appointment.



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

Keep Burien moving forward with an eye to the past; build Town Square; revitalize business; strengthen neighborhoods, continue to be a pioneer in civil rights.  Local newspaper ads, direct mail, doorbelling.  Knocked on about 200 doors to date; 3-4 mailings planned, no staff.  Will win because my record of community service speaks for itself, $12K fundraising goal; over $1500 raised to date.



	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

Continuing the energy and momentum to build Town Square, providing attractive housing in the downtown, plus new businesses, a new library and city hall.  It is a $120+M public/private project.  The project began during my first term, reached the dirt stage in my second, and will be completed during a 3rd term.



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election?  My expected opponent is the antithesis of selfless community service.  For the benefit of the community, I will not lose.  I defeated my expected opponent in 1997.  She was defeated in her election bid in 2003.  And I will defeat her again.

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?  The tax system is not fair because it burdens lower income citizens more than the affluent – utility taxes, property taxes, sales taxes, gross receipts taxes.  The state and local tax scheme needs to be reformed to create a more progressive system based on ability to pay.  That may include an income tax and certain tax exemptions for lower income citizens.



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

Federal law passed in 1931 mandates fair competition and the payment of “prevailing wages” in public contracting.  Washington state passed the Prevailing Wage law the same year.  I support both.



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

I agree with the position of the 34th District Dems to oppose I-22.  Party identification helps voters understand the basic principles subscribed to by a candidate.



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

YES



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system?  Ensure the broadest availability of quality healthcare to all through incentives, subsidies, and direct service.  Healthcare is a social good.



	11. What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

As the only OPENLY Gay local elected in King County outside Seattle, I have successful pressed for civil rights in my community.  Burien was the first suburban city to adopt domestic partner benefits in 2001; Burien was the first suburban city to adopt a comprehensive anti-discrimination ordinance in 2004.  The Association of Washington Cities has recognized Burien for its leadership in civil rights.

Same sex couples should be afforded equal  rights and responsibilities available through marriage.  Civil union is not equal, dp benefits should not be taxable, and medical and parental rights should be equal among all committed, married persons.



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

As one who grew up on welfare and went to college only on the grace of federal programs, I see the best route to reducing economic disadvantage is to provide job skills training opportunities wherever possible, such as the Highline School District’s Occupations Skills Center, the Aviation High School and other job programs.  The growth of jobs in Burien through economic revitalization will also offer new employment opportunities in the creation of Town Square and the resulting new shops.  Community economic redevelopment is part of an economic opportunity program.



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

Unlike my expected opponent, I have always been a Democrat.  My expected opponent was a Republican PCO in the 33rd District until 1997.  She publicly identified herself as an “Independent” in prior runs for office.  Her C-1 now says she’s a Democrat.  We endorse real Democrats, not opportunist.

I know the government process having worked 15 years in management positions in the public sector and been responsible for public policy in the private sector.  I know the process and the players.  I’ve been in public office 10 years.  I prefer consensus to conflict but will not shy from conflict when the issues are important principles.  I am compassionate with those most in need and tough with special interests.  Over my expected opponent’s opposition, I championed the city’s shelter for homeless women and crushed her proposal to make it unlawful to be homeless.  I support civil rights and privacy above security.  I pitch in to volunteer above my official duties.  I’m a builder, not a talker.



	14. What would you like us to know about you?  To quote the Seattle P-I (3/19/03), “He’s a champion of domestic partnership benefits.  And he’d be the first to admit he can be a bit of a bulldog when it comes to issues he’s passionate about….and he’s also an ardent booster of this gritty, slowly gentrifying city with its affordable housing….”  Burien is one of the best-kept secrets of King County, a city with a vibrant cultural mix, good shopping and well-established neighborhoods.  I intend to make it even more desirable, as seen in Seattle Magazine’s list of the best neighborhoods.



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.


	Signature
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	Date 7/7/05


	


Please attach a recent resume.

STEPHEN LAMPHEAR, COUNCILMEMBER

Stephen, currently serving his second term on the City Council, holds a Master's Degree in Public Policy Management from the University of Washington. Eldest of three children of a divorced single mother, Lamphear grew up on welfare and lived in public housing. Always interested in government and politics, he was elected by fellow students as his high school's student representative to the Lynnwood, WA City Council. While attending college, Lamphear served the State Legislature as Clerk of the Senate Local Government Committee. His committee developed the state's Landlord Tenant laws. He also served the Seattle City Council as an intern.

Since graduating from college, Councilmember Lamphear has worked in public policy roles in both the public and private sectors. At Snohomish County Public Utility District No. 1, the nation's 12th largest publicly owned electric generating utility, he was intergovernmental affairs specialist in the utility's legal department during the 1980s. In that role, he drafted regulations for the Washington State Utilities and Transportation Commission establishing guidelines for shutting off nonpaying customers by heating utilities during very cold weather. He also drafted state Department of Revenue rules providing tax credits for utilities that finance energy conservation programs.

Councilmember Lamphear went on to work as Public Policy Manager for U S WEST Communications in the 1990s. He was responsible for the company's regulatory relationships in Idaho, Oregon and Washington. His efforts for the phone company affect daily lives today: he revised its customer credit rules to allow people with no credit history (as opposed to bad credit) to get phone service without posting a security deposit. Caller-Id service became a local company offering after Lamphear proposed a resolution of privacy concerns of the utilities commissions regarding women's shelters, police officers and other critical customers.

Councilmember Lamphear is active in regional issues, particularly human services, affordable housing and environmental conservation. Lamphear served as the Suburban Cities Association delegate to the Joint Recommendations Committee, which approves Community Development Block Grants and affordable housing programs throughout King County. Beginning since 1998, he’s been Burien's representative to the Green River/Central Puget Sound Watershed Forum, which develops water quality and habitat programs for the area. He is also a co-founder of the South King County Human Services Forum working on regional solutions to these complex issues. Lamphear has also been council representative to the Burien Senior Center Advisory Board. Currently, he’s an instructor at the Senior Center teaching Internet and email classes.

Lamphear has been chair of the Council's General Government Operations Committee and a member of the Culture, Arts, Facilities and Events (CAFE) Committee. He also served as chair of the Council's Finance and Budget Committee and a member of the Transportation and Public Works Committee.

Lamphear championed establishment of a shelter for homeless women at Lake Burien Presbyterian Church (a program of 10 area churches), and adoption of Domestic Partner health benefits for city employees.  His efforts to guarantee equality between spouses and domestic partners became the basis of a statewide plan for members of the Association of Washington Cities.  Subsequently, he successfully sponsored Burien’s 2004 comprehensive anti-discrimination ordinance.

From his appointment by the state in 1996 to 1998, Lamphear was Chair of the five-member Board of Supervisors of the King Conservation District. The District is the largest publicly funded local environmental conservation agency in Washington, with a budget of $3 million derived from federal, state and local grants and an annual property assessment.

Until the 2003 death of a friend from college days, Councilmember Lamphear was Chief Financial Officer of Tenisys, LLC (a technology solutions company) and its parent Xopheria Investments, LLFP. As manager of the estate, Lamphear has made substantial gifts to the city, including an electric generator system for the Burien Community Center to provide emergency power. He has also owned and operated a tax preparation service since 1976, with customers from Washington to New York to Saudi Arabia. Additionally, he worked as a community issues consultant to local government since leaving U S WEST in 1993.

Lamphear initiated the annual Burien Garden Tour in 1996, and is the founder and first President of the Board of Trustees of the Highline Botanical Garden (opened fall 2001). An avid gardener, he won First Prize in the 1996 Pacific Northwest home garden contest (trip to London for the Chelsea Flower Show), and writes the twice-monthly 'Lazy Gardener' column for the Highline Times, West Seattle Herald and Federal Way News. Lamphear lives near the Shorewood neighborhood; his hobbies are gardening (!!), his rescue cats , Lucy, Zoe and Doofus, good food, and exotic travel.
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