
Operating Rules for the King County Democratic Nominating Convention

June 28, 2005

(Adopted by the KCDCC Executive Board - May 24, 2005)

General

1. Only Democratic Precinct Officers elected on September 21, 2004, and those Precinct Committee Officers appointed by the King County Democratic Chair by May 27, 2005, may participate in any voting or nominating of candidates.  Nominations shall not occur prior to 7:15 p.m.

2. Any challenges to a Precinct Committee Officer’s eligibility to participate must be made in writing to the King County Democratic Chair no later than 6:00 p.m. on June 27, 2005.  The Credentials Committee shall review and rule on all challenges.

3. During the counting of ballots by the tally committee, candidates in those races where ballots are being counted may appoint one observer.  The candidate must notify the permanent chair of that particular meeting who their official observer is prior to the counting of the ballots by the tally committee.

4. In a position where only one candidate has been nominated, that position may be voted on by acclamation.

5. A PCO’s vote shall be weighted, based on the 2000 Presidential results.

6. All ballots are public record and shall be in the possession of the King County Democratic Chair.

7. Proxy votes are not allowed.

8. No other business outside of the nominating of candidates shall take place at the nominating convention.

9. Any motion to modify or suspend these rules shall be out of order.

Executive

1. The Chair of the King County Democratic Party shall serve as permanent chair during the King County Executive nominating process.

2. The Chair shall appoint a secretary, parliamentarian, sergeant-at-arms, credentials chair and committee, and tally committee chair and committee.

3. The Chair shall take nominations from the floor.  Each nomination requires a second.  The nomination and seconding of a candidate shall not count against any time limit.

4. Candidates shall have up to five minutes to present their candidacy.  This can include testimonials from other individuals.  The order of presentations shall be in the order nominations were taken.

5. At conclusion of all presentations, up to ten minutes of questions shall be taken from the floor.  All questions must be directed to all candidates.  Candidates shall have up to one minute to respond to questions.

6. All eligible precinct committee officers must sign their ballots.  Ballots must be cast for one candidate only and cannot be split.  Abstentions are in order, but shall not count towards the vote totals.  Non-signed ballots shall be considered a spoiled ballot and not count toward the vote totals.

7. A simple majority of votes is needed.  If a majority is not obtained by a candidate on the first ballot, the candidate with the least amount of votes shall be dropped, and voting shall take place again.  This method will continue to take place until a candidate receives a majority of the vote.  In the event that only two candidates remain and a tie occurs, the tie shall be broken by lot by the remaining candidates.

8. Upon the nomination of the Executive, the Chair will direct the Precinct Committee Officers to convene by County Council District in which they were elected or appointed.

County Council

1. The Chair of the King County Democratic Party shall appoint a permanent Chair for each of the nine County Council nominating meetings.

2. The permanent Chair of the County Council nominating meeting shall appoint a secretary, parliamentarian, and a tally chair and committee.

3. The permanent Chair shall take nominations from the floor.  Each nomination requires a second.  The nomination and seconding of a candidate shall not count against any time limit.

4. Candidates shall have up to five minutes to present their candidacy.  This can include testimonials from other individuals.  The order of presentations shall be in the order nominations were taken.

5. At conclusion of all presentations, up to ten minutes of questions shall be taken from the floor.  All questions must be directed to all candidates.  Candidates shall have up to one minute to respond to questions.

6. All eligible precinct committee officers must sign their ballots.  Ballots must be cast for one candidate only and cannot be split.  Abstentions are in order, but shall not count towards the vote totals.  Non-signed ballots shall be considered a spoiled ballot and not count toward the vote totals.

7. A simple majority of votes is needed.  If a majority is not obtained by a candidate on the first ballot, the candidate with the least amount of votes shall be dropped, and voting shall take place again.  This method will continue to take place until a candidate receives a majority of the vote.  In the event that only two candidates remain and a tie occurs, the tie shall be broken by lot by the remaining candidates.

8. Upon the nomination of the County Council position, the permanent Chair will immediately report to the King County Democratic Chair the results.
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