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	Name
	Cindi Azevedo Laws
	Position

Sought
	Seattle Monorail Board Pos. 8

	Campaign

Address
	10747 56th Ave S


	Campaign

Manager
	

	City
	Seattle
	Phone Number
	206-790-4232

	State
	WA


	Fax Number
	

	Zip Code
	98178


	E-mail Address
	cindilaws@msn.com

	Precinct
	37-1574
	Web Page
	cindilaws.com


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Public Affairs Consultant

Incumbent, 2 years elected + 3 appointed = 5 years total
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	Self
	

	Union Affiliations
	Formerly UFCW, HERE, Bartenders, all journeyman


	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political 

Caucus
	SeaMEC

	Seattle/King County Building & Construction Trades Council, Aerospace Machinists District Lodge 751
	Too early; rated “very good” in ‘03
	Endorsed
	Too early; rated “5” in ‘03


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	YES
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	YES
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	YES
	
	NO strikes for public safety 

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	YES
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	YES
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	YES
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	NO
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	NO
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	YES
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	NO
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	YES
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	‘79


	NO
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	NO

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	NO

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	NO


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? No  If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? Yes  If so, whom? Ralph Munro, Sid Morrison


	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party? Yes  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Yes Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? Yes When/Where? Now in 37th, 12 years in 34th (where I was also Chair), 4 years in Snohomish County (where I was also Vice Chair), 2 years in Benton County (where I was also Vice Chair). 


	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

A tough leader asking tough questions to build in one transit-tough town.  

I have the most experience—grassroots, electoral, and official service on the Seattle Monorail Project; I know Seattle and it’s process and I know Seattle needs rapid mass transit.  I am not one to back down in the face of adversity and am willing and able to stand up to challenges. 

In 2003, I received 73% of the vote in the General and 62% in a 5-way Primary.  I will raise enough money to win and will engage an aggressive campaign. 

	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected? Actually getting rapid mass transit built in this town.  In 2003, I promised that the monorail contract would include domestic partnership benefits for all contractor employees, that the Green Line would be done with a Project Labor Agreement, and that we’d have the strongest diversity plan in the country. I did that.  Now, I’m fighting to get a contract financed and construction underway.  



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? I won’t support a competitor who wants to kill monorail.

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain.

	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it? The monorail agency was granted authority by the state legislature to levy taxes 4 ways: a Motor Vehicle Excise Tax up to 2.5%, a vehicle license fee up to $100, a 1% property tax, and a tax on Seattle-based rental cars.  Seattle voters approved a 1.4% MVET in 2002 when they said YES to the Green Line. I support that tax because it is far more progressive than a flat-licensing fee, and more appropriate to this first monorail than a property tax (the monorail board rejected property tax this first line because Seattle voters had, over a 6 year period, taxed themselves BILLIONS for school bonds and levies, parks, libraries, housing, and the Families and Education levies).  I think that Hummer owners ought to pay more taxes than junk car owners.  I would like consistency in the classification of vehicles made with those that Sound Transit taxes (we tax RVs, they don’t).



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Pay prevailing wages on public works projects.  Do you support it? Not only do I support it, I wrote it into the monorail plan that voters approved in 2002.



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22? NO. Explain your position. It’s a dead issue now.  



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in a legislative body work together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?  This is not within the scope of my attention at this time and it isn’t going to be for the forthcoming term of my office.  



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? Create a system of universal coverage for basic health needs, like the now-eviscerated Oregon Plan, or at least the Vermont system. 


	11.  What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? Civil rights are civil rights, not to be denied anyone for any reason.  That’s why I worked for Hands Off Washington and raised $2.5 million for gay rights. What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights? It’s about friggin’ time.



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged? We, as Democrats, ought to spend more time and effort on issues that affect us locally -- like transportation and land use, housing, health care and child care, and equal access to justice -- than national and international issues. That’s not to say we ought not care about national and international issues, but frankly, many of our local activists spent much more time debating a resolution about the Patriot Act than they did about the Housing Levy, Tent City, or kicking feeding programs for the homeless out of city parks.

My Metro bus commute (within Seattle city limits)  to downtown is nearly 50 minutes – on the Express – to travel 11 miles through economically disadvantaged communities.  Except for late evening, this bus is generally packed.  I’ve never witnessed more than 4 Caucasian riders at one time on this route.  A high majority of passengers are women in poverty on their way to work, spending nearly 2 hours a day to commute to a job near downtown or the International District.  If more people had effective, rapid transit, they could devote at least an extra hour per day to the betterment of their families, their communities, or themselves.  If we, as Democrats, truly want to make a difference in the lives of the economically disadvantaged, we ought to re-evaluate our priority issues to LOCAL ones that we can actually affect. 



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)? I called “bull” on a lot of policies advocated by the now departed Monorail Board Chair and Executive Director, including killing the staff-driven legislative proposal to extend the payoff life of bonds beyond 40 years.  The Stranger, which named me “Most Righteous Elected Official” also noted, “Laws is often the only dissenting voice in a room full of nodding heads.”  A offer broad spectrum of experience to my community, including advancement of civil rights, environmental protection, and transportation, including service as a US Senate transportation aide, 5 years of public service on the Seattle Monorail Project, and extensive ties state and region wide. Plus, my agenda is my own. 



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

I’m tough and tenacious, and a survivor. I can’t be bought and I won’t be sold.



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.




	Signature


	Cindi Laws


	Date

August 1, 2005


	


Please attach a recent resume.
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