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	Name
	Joan McGilton
	Position

Sought
	Burien City Council, Position 3

	Campaign

Address
	P.O. Box 1304
	Campaign

Manager
	None

	City
	Seahurst
	Phone Number
	206-244-5168

	State
	WA
	Fax Number
	None

	Zip Code
	98062
	E-mail Address
	Joanmc9@comcast.net

	Precinct
	#34
	Web Page
	Not Yet


	Present Occupation

Incumbent? How Long?
	Retired from Boeing

Incumbent for 3.5 years
	COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

	Employer
	The Boeing Company
	

	Union Affiliations
	SPEEA
	


	
	WHAT RATINGS AND ENDORSEMENTS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?


	Legislative District(s)/Unions
	Municipal League
	Women’s Political Caucus
	SeaMEC

	
	
	Yes
	


	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS.

	#
	Question
	Yes
	No
	Qualified*

	1.
	Are you a Democrat? Are you known as a Democrat?  If not, explain.
	X
	
	

	2.
	Do you support the King County Democratic Platform?
	X
	
	

	3.
	Do you support the right of workers (excluding military) to bargain and strike?
	X
	
	

	4.
	Do you support affirmative action?
	X
	
	

	5.
	Do you support a woman’s right to choose? (Are you pro-choice?)
	X
	
	

	6.
	Do you support public funding for abortions for poor women? 
	X
	
	

	7.
	Do you support school vouchers?
	
	X
	

	8.
	Do you support charter schools?
	
	X
	

	9.
	Do you support equal rights for women?
	X
	
	

	10.
	Do you support the Patriot Act?
	
	X
	

	11.
	Do you support the restoration of voting rights to persons convicted of a felony who have served their sentence?
	X
	
	

	12.
	How long have you been registered to vote?  Have you missed any elections in the last three years?
	25 

no
	
	

	If you answer “yes” to any of the following questions please explain on a separate sheet of paper.
	Yes
	No

	14.
	Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments?
	
	X

	15.
	Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission, Federal Election Commission or Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission regulation?
	
	X

	16.
	Have you ever been convicted of a felony?
	
	X


* - If you wish to qualify your answer, please provide an explanation on a separate sheet of paper.
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	PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS 

(YOU MAY USE A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER FOR ANSWERS)


	1. Are you a member of another political party? If so, which ones? Have you ever supported or given money to a candidate from another party in a partisan race? If so, whom?

No, I have been a lifelong Democrat and only support Democrats.  I typically give to state, county and local candidates directly and have been an active member of Emily’s List for the past 6 years and Move On for the last 2 years.



	2. Are you a member of your local Democratic District Party?  Have you contributed financially to the County Democratic Party? Have you been a Precinct Committee Officer? When/Where?

Yes, I have been a District Party member in the past and intend to join again on July 14th at the candidate forum meeting.  Yes, I have contributed to the party but typically contribute directly to Democratic candidates.  No, I have not been a PCO in the 34th District.



	3. What are the main messages of your campaign? What is your campaign plan?  How many doors have you knocked on to date, pieces of mail planned, budgeting, staffing? Why will you win? What is the fundraising goal for your campaign?  How much have you raised to date?

I have 3 messages.  They are: 1) Downtown revitalization and long-range economic growth, 2) A transparent and ethical Council decision process, and 3) Ongoing and vital citizen participation.   I have been working for downtown revitalization since the City incorporated in 1993.  As a founding member of the Burien Planning Commission, I was instrumental in formulating the vision, comprehensive plan and zoning code policies for Town Square and Main Street.  I have been instrumental in developing and expanding the Code of Conduct and Code of Ethics for Burien Council and staff.  And lastly, I have been working since 1993 to ensure the community has the opportunity to be a member of the decision making team by lobbying for and supporting City-sponsored boards and commissions as well as ad-hoc groups to provide citizen input to every stage of Burien planning and project development.  

My campaign plan has been to announce early in the process and to solicit enough funds to be a viable candidate.  I have assembled a group of community supporters who are helping me formulate my message and who are willing to do the door-knocking piece.  I have not yet knocked on any doors since I am waiting to see who my opponent will be.  I will either do one or two mail pieces depending on whether or not I am opposed.  My budget is based on my fundraising goal and all of my staff will be volunteer campaign supporters.  I will win because I have a verifiable track record with my first term efforts on Council.  The fundraising goal for my campaign is $3,000.00.  I have raised $1,685 as of July 12, 2005, all from community supporters.



	4. What is the single most pressing issue facing your jurisdiction, and what actions would you take if elected?

Burien is attempting to put together a downtown revitalization project for upwards of 120 million dollars.  Of the total public/private investment, more than 40 million is public money.  As we enter into this financial commitment, it is imperative that the City Council takes responsibility to ensure that the community gets what it pays for and that the project reflects community thinking.  My personal pressing issue is that the Council does not simply rubber stamp the screened proposals brought to Council by city staff.  It will be my action to read every document presented, to ask the tough questions regarding alternatives and actions and go out and do the independent research when the City Manager tells me his version of his expected outcomes.   For example, Burien has the opportunity with this development to legislate for sustainable building practices.  The city staff and developer have been reluctant to incorporate this approach into contract documents.  I strongly believe that sustainability is necessary for Burien’s future quality of life and have done the work necessary to document this approach provides community benefit.



	5. Non Partisan Races A. If you do not win the primary, is there any reason you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general election? 

To date, I am not aware that I will have a Democratic opponent.  If I do have an opponent, I suspect an opponent would, most likely, be from the GOP side of the house.  My opposition has criticized me in the past  as being too environmentally friendly and not sensitive to the business communities needs.  This is absolutely untrue.  Although most of my professional career has been in local government, I spent 12 years at Boeing managing multi-million dollar construction projects working in a very competitive and cost-effective business environment.  

Partisan Races B. If you do not receive the nomination, is there any reason you could not support your Democratic opponent in the general election? Please explain. 

 I would be happy to support a Democratic opponent more qualified than I am.  



	6. Do you believe the current structure of taxes and/or fees that generate funds in your area are fair?  If not, how would you change it?

I fully support taxes and fees that support national, state, regional and local government services and actions.   I have consistently voted to approve increases in taxes and fees at the local level in order to make up for the County and State decreases in the revenue base.  I think the “No New Taxes” mentality is selfish and single-minded.  This thinking reduces our community to think only of the individual need and to not support the good of the community.  If we, as an electorate, continue to support a no tax approach, we deserve the bad roads, the lack of community and infa-structure services and the failure of our education system.  



	7. What is the Davis-Bacon Act? Do you support it?

I had not been aware that prevailing wage legislation was the Davis-Bacon Act until I went on the website to locate pertinent information.  The information provided on the website is very helpful to understand why the law was enacted at the federal level in 1931 and the benefits it has provide the worker since enactment.  I strongly support prevailing wage in Washington State and agree that not only does it provide worker protection but as the law intended, it also provides market stability so that contractors can clearly estimate construction contract labor costs.  



	8.Do you support King County Initiative I-22?  Explain your position.

I didn’t follow I-22 very closely since it didn’t seem to be going anywhere soon.  My understanding is that the GOP, unable to gain headway with local Democratic offices, put this initiative in place to make the County Council, Executive Office and the Assessor non-partisan positions.  I would not support this legislation if it comes up again.  I appreciate that King County, as well as the State, exhibits strong Democratic leadership and I will work hard to keep it that way.  I, simply, thank the Demo’s for my quality of life and will not tolerate living anyplace else.   I can barely tolerate NPR these days after 30 years of unyielding financial and emotional support.  I am now a committed “Air America” listener.   



	9. The caucus system helps Democratic Party members in legislative bodywork together and stick together.  Do you support determining leadership positions and committee chair positions solely within the ranks of the Democratic Caucus?

Yes.  I continue to not understand why we can’t have our previous methods of determining candidates under the primary system although this was ruled unconstitutional and I guess I have to just learn to live with it.  I will continue to work to support the Democratic caucus system to select the candidates to run in the general elections.  I find if fascinating that Reagan Dean is opposing his party’s electoral system after he lost the caucus vote.  Maybe being a “famous child” engenders a whole new game plan.  



	10. What role should government play in the healthcare system? 

Government should provide healthcare options for all individuals, seniors and families who fall at or below the poverty line.  It makes no sense for individuals who cannot pay for health care to be forced to use our emergency medical system.  This, in the long run, is a burden for all who pay for medical costs: the drug companies, the insurance industry, hospitals and clinics as well as for the general taxpayers.  The government should also regulate the out-of-control insurance companies and the drug companies who are exploiting the citizens of Washington State.   In addition, the government should tax Wall Mart and other large employers who exploit workers who are not eligible to obtain health insurance through their place of business.



	11. What is your position on civil rights for Gay. Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people? What is your position on equal rights for same-sex couples when it comes to benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights?

My stand on civil rights for Gay, Lesbian, bisexual and trans gendered people is for their rights to be no different than the rights of the majority population.  I support equal rights for same-sex couples regarding benefits, civil unions, marriage and parental rights.   Many of my best friends are described in the categories listed above.  I know the emotional strain that having to hide their orientation in order to receive fair treatment that these unfair laws bring to these individuals and families.  I supported and voted for the anti-discrimination ordinance that Burien recently passed.  



	12. What creative solutions can you offer to address the problems of the economically disadvantaged?

It is difficult to be creative addressing problems of the economically disadvantaged when federal, state and local human services funding is almost non-existent.   My most creative answer is to use the non-profits to support programs that no agency will take on.  I, as a member of the Environmental Science Center, target kids and classrooms in the Highline School District who qualify for free or reduced lunch programs.  Our organization goes into the schools at no cost to deliver marine critter talks, we then arrange to bus the kids to the beach and provide them several hours of guided hands-on activities with a classroom follow up.  This effort is supported by grant applications to several local and regional foundations that provide funds to carry out this program.  I use my skills in grant writing, science education and fund-raising to make this program a success.  I was the first president of this organization in 2000 and am proud of my volunteer time spent to take kids into the outdoors who never would have the opportunity without a program of this kind.  We also take disadvantaged and minority kids with their parents to the Seattle Aquarium for an after hours tour at no cost to them.  For most of the participants, this is their first time to visit one of Seattle’s most prominent education centers.   This may seem a small step, but I believe that if we each do a bit, it makes our community a more valuable place to live. 



	13. If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

I believe my performance; experience, skills and abilities are demonstrated by my almost four-year track record with the Burien City Council.  In addition, I bring to my position 13 years as a community activist in Burien.  I have worked to improve parks, arts, recreation and cultural events to the City.  I was a founding member of the non-profit PARC group that developed the first garden tour and plant sale in Burien.  This group also implemented the skateboard park.  I was a founding member of the Environmental Science Center 

that is dedicated to bringing science programs to the diverse youth of our community with hands-on outdoor programs at Seahurst Park.  

As stated in Question # 3 of this questionnaire, I strongly believe that the Council must listen to the community and that Council should make no decision without clear direction from those who the decision affects.  I work hard to ensure open government decision-making.  I also am dedicated to making sure the community understands how their tax dollars are being spent.  I accomplish this by doing my homework and making sure that all contracts are fairly represented and cost effective.  My position will always be that of doing what the community feels is most important and trying hard to be objective and fair-minded.



	14. What would you like us to know about you?

Most importantly, I have been a community activist since the early 1970’s serving on committees and boards to promote the health of the environment, education-based programs and quality of life concerns.   With each volunteer position, I have been in a leadership role.  I’ve been professionally employed in local government for at least half of my working career.  First, as an educator at the Seattle Aquarium and then as an environmental engineer with the Seattle Engineering Department.  The last portion of my career was with a private environmental consulting firm and finally as a program manager/engineer with the Boeing Company.  My environmental engineering career concentrated on projects removing contaminants in the environment.  I concentrated primarily on taking tough and controversial science and engineering problems and making them understandable to Boeing management, the attorneys, conflicting interest groups, the regulators as well as the general public.  I am good with people and can share difficult information in a fun and engaging manner so that uninformed people can feel important and vital to any decision making process.  My time in the Boeing work environment has helped in my job as a Council Member in understanding the dynamics required for opposition consensus building.  

I have strongly held opinions and convictions and am never led in a direction that I don’t believe is appropriate.  I speak out when I have something to add to a discussion.  I do not amplify my accomplishments or focus attention on my successes at the expense of others.  I value public service as my contribution to my community and am rewarded by the skills and accomplishments that we, as a group, bring to the task at hand.  



	In the interests of strengthening the Democratic Party and the ability of the Party to support me or any other candidate, I pledge to uphold high ethical standards.  I am responsible for the content of literature, advertising, and statements disseminated by my campaign.  If my campaign releases information regarding my opponent(s), I pledge that any such release will allow reasonable time for verification by the voters.


	Signature


	
	Date

July 12, 2005
	


Please attach a recent resume.
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