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Name
David P. Tracy
Position

Sought
Federal Way Municipal Court

Campaign

Address
33600 6th Ave. S #101


Campaign

Manager
Stephen Freeborn

City
Federal Way
Phone Number
(253)661-0200

State
Washington
Fax Number
(425)277-4749

Zip Code
98003
E-mail Address
Tracy15@mindspring.com

Precinct
Federal Way Municipal Court
Web Page
www.judgedavidtracy.com – currently being set up

Incumbent (yes or no)?
How long?
Yes

6 years
COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

(Leave Blank – For Committee Use Only)

Present Position
Judge for Federal Way Municipal Court Judge and Private Practice in Renton, Washington




WHAT RATINGS HAVE YOU RECEIVED?



Martindale-Hubbell

Northwest Indian Bar Association


King County Bar Association
Well Qualified
Latina/Latino Bar Association
Waiting on results

Washington Women’s Lawyers
Waiting on results
Asian Bar Association of Washington
Well Qualified

Loren Miller Bar Association
Waiting for set up interview
Korean-American Bar Association 


Lesbian and Gay Bar Association
Waiting to set up interview
Municipal League


Other Groups

Women’s Political Caucus
Waiting to set up interview

PLEASE RESPOND TO THE FOLLOWING.



Law School & Undergraduate Schools Attended 
Year of Graduation & Degrees



Washington State University
Bachelor of Arts in Political Science – 1975

University of Idaho
Law Degree 1978

Hours and Type of Pro Bono Work performed during last five (5) years:
Volunteer at the Kent Senior Center for King County Bar Association.  

Have you ever represented government, corporations or insurance companies? If “yes”, please list and discuss.
No



Have you ever been a prosecutor for any government entity?  If “yes”, where and for how long?

No



Have you ever defended a person accused of a crime?  If “yes”, where and how many cases?

I have represented numerous clients involved in misdemeanor cases in my 26 years of private practice.  In that time period the numbers are in the thousands.



Have you ever served as an Arbitrator or Mediator?  If “yes”, where and how many times?

Yes, I have completed an Arbitrator/Mediator Case and have handled at least one arbitration.



How many times have you participated as a judge or attorney in: 

Superior Court jury trials
Hundreds
Federal District Court trials
None

Arguments in Court of Appeals
One
Arguments in Supreme Court
One

Municipal Court
Hundreds
District Court
Hundreds



Have there ever been any successful claims made against you or your malpractice carrier?  If “yes” please attach explanation. 

No



List any complaints you have received through any Bar Association, Judicial Conduct Committee or Board, or private insurance carrier. (Attach on a separate sheet of paper.)



PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS IN 50 WORDS OR LESS

(USE AN ADDITIONAL SHEET OF PAPER IF NECESSARY)

1.    What is your strongest area of legal expertise?   

I have worked at being knowledgeable in a number of areas, including evidence, search & seizure, substance abuse and diversity.  The area I have spent the most effort has been domestic violence.

2.    What recommendations do you have for improving court system funding and administration?

I served on the task force for Alternative Court Funding.  I would support the recommendations of the task force that the state should pay more of the costs of the trial courts.  An area to look at for the future would be the state considering taking over all jail and prison facilities.  This would allow efficient use of resources across the state, instead of the bidding process we have now.  It would make the state more aware of the costs of increasing mandatory jail sentences and a more efficient use of enforcement resources between felony and misdemeanor crimes.

3.    What recommendations do you have for increasing access to the judicial system (Civil and Criminal)?

Since I represented a mother who was having her children taken away by the state, I have been concerned about those with limited or no means to defend or pursue their rights in legal proceedings.  I have volunteered for King County Legal Clinic in Kent for at least 20 years.  As a Judge, I strive towards explaining the process, the rights defendants enjoy and encouraging them to get an attorney, if they qualify.  I have worked hard to have interpreters for those who need that resource to understand what is happening to them.

4.    What actions have you taken in the last five years on issues regarding access to the judicial system?

One area that I would like to see improved is having an attorney present at the arraignment for all persons not represented.  I believe there would be fewer questions about whether defendants were treated fairly.  I also believe that many forms used by the courts should be in the languages that are common for the area, such as Spanish, Russian or Korean.  When individuals can read the documents in their own language I believe there would be a better understanding of the process.

5. If a sitting Judge, what committees have you been appointed to and what are the significant accomplishments of those

      committees or yourself? If not, which committee assignments would you seek?

2005 – Washington State Judicial College, Dean of College that teaches new judges for the past year the basic skills needed.

2004 to present – Board of Judicial Education, Member.

2003 to 2004 – Funding Alternative Committee for the Task Force on Court Funding, member.

2002 to present – DMCJA Educational Committee that organizes the program for DMCJA Spring Judicial Conference, member.

2002 to 2003 – DMCJA Technology Committee, member.

2002 – DMCJA Committee on Judicial Resource Committee, caseload study member.



6.  Have you reviewed the GR Definition of the Practice of Law, and the Practice of Law Board’s Work? – Do you have comments or ideas?  Would you be in favor of regulated non-lawyer practice to assist those in need in less complex matters? Please explain.

I believe that the limited practice of law provisions will help increase access to the judicial system.

7.  Have you been appointed as a guardian, GAL or Special Master?  If “yes”, please give the details?

I have been appointed a number of times to be a GAL, although it has been at least eight (8) years since my last appointment.  I was/am the guardian for my nephew and niece for the last twelve (12) years.

8.  How have you promoted diversity within your staff?

Diversity is a concern for the court.  There are eleven (11) administrative positions.  Currently ten (10) are females and one is male.  One is Japanese, two are Hispanic and one is African-American.

9.  What is your campaign plan?  Why will you win?

I will doorbell and have two mailings. I will win, as I will work hard to communicate that I am more experienced, run an efficient court and am involved with the community.  I am fair.

10.  If you are a candidate in a contested primary race, what record of performance, ability, experience, personal qualities, and

       positions on issues distinguish you from your opponent(s)?

In 1999, I was hired by the City of Federal Way to establish its first Municipal Court and then I was re-appointed by the City Council for a second term.  I also have more than 20 years experience as a Pro Tem Judge.  The Court’s collection of fines is currently above the average for King County and State Courts.  I have set up video hearings for those in custody, which is safer, cheaper and more efficient.  I have implemented cost savings measures where volunteers call defendants to remind them of their hearing, saving up to $1,000.00 per defendant.  Calendaring cases involving interpreters for certain days, so their services are not needed every day.  I require defendants to pay for their jail time, saving the City of Federal Way money.  

11.  If you do not win the primary, is there any reason that you could not support your primary opponent(s) in the general

       election?  Please explain.

Not applicable.



PLEASE ATTACH THE FOLLOWING:

1.
Your current resume.


2.
A list of organizational and personal endorsements you have received in this race. Identify your top 3 endorsers and why.


3.
A list of all elected and appointed positions you have sought or held in any political organization or in the federal, state or municipal government.  (Include elected offices held, election contests in which you were a candidate, party offices held, campaigns in which you served as a volunteer, and political memberships.)


4.
A list of all judicial candidates you have openly endorsed or supported in the last five years.


5.
Current and past memberships in any clubs or organizations, including unions, bar and legal associations.


Signature



Date
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