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After Presenting the order of the Seder, but before the recitation of the Kadesh:

Leac]er:

All:

Passover is PcrhaPs the most aPPlied holidag inany ma_jor world religion.
From the first century C.E., when Rabbi Akiba used the Seder to Plan a
revolutionary struggle against the Romans to the additional matzot
thousands of families enlisted in recognition of Soviet Jews who were
unable to celebrate, the purpose of reca”ing our slaverg in Eggpt has
alwags been about the modern world. We are called upon to identigg the
forces that still instill slaverg in our lives and to think of those who remain

enslavcd.

Tonight, as we go through the rituals of the Seder, we recall not onlg the
historical events, but also the contemPorarg issues that Prevent us from

being trulg free.

Preceding the recitation of the Ten Plagues:

|_eader:

In Judaism, afull glass of wine rePresentsjog. When we remove ten droPs
of wine from ourglasscs, we are dampening our happiness for the
sugering of the Egljptians. lncleed, we cannot be trulg happg when others

are sumcmcering.

In this resl:)ect, our world has been rePIete with modern Plagues: from the
crisis of AIDS in Africa and the ongoinggenocidc in Darfur to suicide
bombings, human rights violations, and the looming threat of Bird Flu. Are



there valuable lessons that we can learn in ’coclag’s disasters? As we look
past our temPtation to hide from these crises, we recognize a world that is
crying out. Unlike Pharoh, we must not harden our hearts to the crises of
our dag. We take a moment to think of the cha”enges we face, recognizing
that we must work to mend the Problems, and not sim[:)lg mask the

symptoms.

At the conclusion of the Seder, but before the Nirtzah (Next Year in Jerusalem):

Leader:

Tonight we recalled the bitterness of our slaverg in Eg‘th and thejog of
our freedom. Reclining around our table, however, we are forced to
recognize that we are the luc|<9 ones. Our abilitg to celebrate tonight is
not universal. Millions in our world live in modern forms of slaverg. When
we think of our fortune, we cannot heIP but notice these injustices. As
Jews, and as attendees of the Seder, we must not stop at fincling injustice

in the world. We have an ob!igation not only to notice, but to act.

All:
We think tonight not onlg of the brokenness in our worlcl, but of what we
candoto rePair it. Aswe Ieave, we consider how we can actualize change.
Leader:

We end the Seder with the statement “Next Year in Jerusalem.” With the
creation of the State of lsraelJ it seems Furmg that next year could actua”g
be in Jerusalem. Indeed, this year could have been in Jerusalem. Jews
celebrating Pesach in Jerusalem utter the same line. Are theg simplg

ignoring the meaning of the text and Fo”owing the ritual?

In fact, the statement “Next Year in Jerusalem” implies more than simplg a
location. Next year we want true freedom for everyone. “Next Year in
Jerusalem” is about Celebrating, next year, in a world without oPPression,

a world without injus’cice, a world without slaverg.



“Next Year in Jerusalem” is not simplg a statement to end our Seder. With
this line, we are obliging ourselves to celebrate next yearina world closer

to thatideal. Indeed the onlg way we can mean this statement is with

action.



